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Dear Friends, 

The autumn colors this year have been as beautiful as any I can remember.  Even as the trees relinquish their many 

shades of yellow, orange, copper, and red, I treasure the lush carpet arrayed at their feet.  May these images layer our 

memories as winter seeps in. 

We are entering the season of Thanksgiving in preparation for Advent.  Within these pages, the theme of thankfulness 

appears in many different forms.  Our first monthly worship service remembers and gives thanks for those in our  

congregation and wider families and friends who have died since last yearôs All Saintôs Day.  The following Sunday, 

November 10, is a celebration of our youth as they lead us in worship, and during the offertory moment we will also 

bring our pledges for the work of our church for Year 2025.  During the 8:45 time of ARISE this month, ñGratitude 

Stationsò are set up in the chapel. 

Thanksgiving is present in our mission and ministry efforts with a soup-making project, continuation of plastic bag  

recycling, and Christmas cards for local jail inmates.  We also lift up Tim and Carol Hallôs trip to western  

North Carolina to distribute laundry supplies to the many folks impacted by Hurricane Helene. 

Times of fellowship are especially rich these days and include decorating the church for Christmas and the Downtown 

Church Walk, Friday Fellowship on November 8, and Mixed Company on November 15.  And it will be a special joy 

to welcome Sonnenberg Station back to our sanctuary for an afternoon concert on Sunday, November 10, at 3:00 p.m. 

I am particularly thankful for all the individuals, couples, and families we have welcomed into our midst these past few 

years.  At 8:45 in the Parlor on the Sundays of November 3, 10, and 17, I will be hosting a time to explore church 

membership in First Presbyterian and to ask questions of me and leaders in our congregation. No reservations are  

necessary ï just come for warm fellowship and conversation. 

May this month truly be a time of thanks-giving for all the blessings we have received and those we have shared with 

others. 

Blessings and Peace, 

David 



This highlight for Tower Tidings is written to update the congregation on the work of the Session in 

October 2024.  

During the Session meeting on October 23, 2024, the dates for the November and December  

meetings were determined: November 20, 2024 and December 18, 2024 (if needed).  Session  

typically does not meet in December unless needed.  There will be a Session meeting on Sunday,  

December 8 at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor to welcome any new members who may wish to join that day. 

Session members honored the life of member Harry S. McClarran, who passed away on 10.17.2024. 

The names of volunteers for serving communion for the months January-June 2025 were collected. 

Youth members will begin to help serve communion also.  

The Building Use Policy 2024 was reviewed, discussed and approved by Session during this meeting. 

Tim Hall, Donna Bye and Lisa Rumbaugh worked on the draft of this policy to update it to include 

current practices and new pricing.  

David Rice checked with members of Session that were present this evening about their contacts 

with prospective new members. Discussion continued on this topic, with planning for informational 

sessions about membership and the date of December 8, 2024 as a specific date to welcome new 

members. Of course, anyone is welcome to join the church membership at any time. 

Minutes from each ministry team were reviewed by Session prior to the meeting and discussed if 

needed.  Faith and Structure, along with RDM, requested approval to purchase the necessary  

equipment to replace the HVAC in the lower level Fellowship Hall by the end of 2024 to avoid the 

price increase predicted for that equipment in 2025.  Session approved the motion for the purchase 

of this equipment. The cost of installation will be added on to the cost of the replacement project 

when it is completed.  

April Gamble thanked Ann Gastier for the meaningful message shared from the pulpit on  

October 20, 2024.  She also thanked Lisa Rumbaugh for her words during the Stewardship message 

on that same date.   

Members of Session will continue to meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Please 

reach out to any of the Elders listed above with any questions or concerns.  Positive feedback is also 

welcomed as this team is working diligently to listen, discern and communicate successfully. 

Minutes from each Session meeting are located in a notebook in the Gathering Area.  If you have any 

questions or concerns to be shared with the Clerk of Session, please use this email address:  

sessionclerk@firstpreswooster.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from the Resource Development Ministry! 

 

Our church family is two weeks away from Stewardship Sunday where we finalize our commitments 

for 2025 by turning in our pledge cards as a group and is a part of this special service.  As you know, 

your commitments are critical to the ministry teams and church staff as we plan for our 2025  

programming, outreach and structure needs. 

 

The RDM has scheduled several speakers from among the FPC family throughout the pledge  

campaign to highlight their commitment and joy received from the church. Please prayerfully reflect 

on your own FPC experiences and spiritual meaning as you complete your familyôs pledge card. 

If you have not received a 2025 pledge card in the mail, please go to the church office or see one of the 

members of the RDM listed below. 

 

Blessings and peace, 

Tom Rumbaugh, chair 

 

Stuart Miller; Dana Brooks, treasurer; Laura Neill; Steve Loguidice;  

Jeff Perkins; David Rice, pastor; and Mark Gordon 

 

 



 



 

 

In the fall, F&W moves through Rally Day and the start of the Program Year, to World Communion 

Day, All Saints Day, and suddenly we are prepping for Advent and Christmas.  Itôs a busy season.   

Faith and Worship would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Ann Gastier for the World 

Communion display this year. Ann collects all the bread herself and then works on the display on  

Sunday morning.  This year F&W members contributed the textiles to the display and the communion 

chalices and pitchers were from First Presbyterianôs own collection.  Thank you, Ann, for the  

meaningful and truly lovely display! 

 

 
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 

NOVEMBER 

During November/December: Order in honor/memory of poinsettias for chancel 

11/21:  Fluffing wreaths, swags, and garlands, 1:00pm in the Parlor; help appreciated 

11/24:  Decorating the church after 10:30 worship service; help appreciated 

DECEMBER 

1, 8, 15, 22:  Advent Sundays; children and youth participation during lighting of Advent candles 

12/6:   Downtown Church Walk 

12/15:  Presentation of children/youth musical abilities during the service 

12/24:  Christmas Eve Service (Candlelight):  Music at 6:45pm; Service at 7:00pm 

12/29:  Shared worship service with Westminster Presbyterian;   

  at First Presbyterian this year 

JANUARY 2025 

1/5:   Undecorate the church after the 10:30 service; help appreciated 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Decorate the Church 

 

Faith and Worship needs help to decorate the church for  

Advent and Christmas on Sunday, November 24. 

If you can donate a little time after the 10:30 service to hang door swags, wreaths, put up the  

sanctuary and mitten trees, set up nativity scenes, or drape garlands,  

your help will be so appreciated! 

We will also need help to UN-decorate on Sunday, January 5 

Many hands make lighter (and quicker) work and are such a blessing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help ñFluffò Swags, Wreaths, and Garlands 
 

Do you have a little time to help the Faith and Worship team 

 ñfluffò our Christmas swags, wreaths and garlands this year?  

We have found that fluffing these decorations prior  

to hanging them makes decorating the church go much more quickly.  

If you would like to help us, we will be meeting in the Parlor 

 on Thursday, November 21 at 1:00pm. 

The more hands, the merrier! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the calendar below for events.  

If you have a special activity you would like to do, please let me know!  

 

Upcoming events 

These dates are subject to change based on weather, so watch your email/Remind for updates.  

(Not on the Remind list? You definitely need to be-ask me how) 

 

November 3rd   

Youth Pizza and Pies 

We will be making pies for the YMCA Thanksgiving Dinner.  

 

November 10th 

Youth Sunday 10:30 

 

November  

Hiking 

 

 

A reminder that Youth Sunday is Sunday, November 10th.  

We will be working on things during Sunday school prior to that date.  

Please plan to attend!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday Fellowship 

Join us on November 8th at 11:30 for our next Friday Fellowship.  

We will have lunch together and hear from an organization in our  

community that is helping those in need.  

The cost is a $5 donation.  

Register here or email Amy Baxstrom 

abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Sunday Nov 10th for our Youth Led Worship 

service. The theme is Healing and Wholeness. 

Please plan to attend to this most important service  

as we heal as a community after this election season.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084BAEA72FA7FB6-52651519-november


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanking God for those that have gone before us, thanking God for a beautiful creation,  

thanking God for our Community are aspects of our ARISE Gratitude stations in November.  

We hope you will take some time on Sunday morning and thank God for the many ways we are 

blessed.  Beginning on November 3 at 8:30, join us in the chapel for our ARISE Gratitude series.  
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