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Dear Friends, 

 

What a gloriously beautiful fall we have been having!  And it is surprising us now with 

a week of warm sunny days.  May we all enjoy some outdoor time before the winds of 

winter begin to blow. 

 

Within these pages, you will find that November is presenting us with a calendar full of 

special worship, activities, and fellowship.  Worship highlights include our All-Saints’ Day 

holy commemoration on Sunday, November 6, of those we love who have left us this past 

year.  On November 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel, we will celebrate our second Eventide 

service.  Sunday, November 20, will be our Pledge Sunday, and we will be led in worship 

by our youth.  And each Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m., a variety of educational classes are 

offered for all ages – from our youngest to our oldest. 

 

During this month of Thanksgiving, we have many opportunities for ministry and 

benevolence.  Women’s Fellowship has its annual Rummage Sale on November 4.  

The mitten tree will soon make its appearance in the Gathering Area, and you can read 

about its history.  The Alternative Gift Market is being held at Trinity Church this year. 

We are also invited to provide meals for a number of young men at the YMCA, and our 

own Meals for All will cap off the month on November 28. 

 

A weekly time of congregational fellowship is featured each Sunday before morning 

worship.  A special time together will be the Deacon Gathering on Sunday, November 13. 

A community-wide Thanksgiving Dinner sponsored by the YMCA will be hosted by First 

Presbyterian the Thursday evening before Thanksgiving.  And last but not least, the 

Wednesday Congregational Fellowship Suppers continue each week in Bruch Hall at 5:30 

p.m. 

 

As you can see, we have a joyous month ahead of us, and I look forward to being with you 

in many and varied ways. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

David 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This highlight for Tower Tidings is written to update the congregation on the work of the 

Session during the meeting of Elders held on October 26, 2022.  

 The monthly membership report included the death of Hilda Sharr on September 27, 2022. 

Session unanimously approved the sacrament of baptism for Oliver William Davis, planned for  

October 30, 2022. Also included in the Clerk’s report was the motion to move the November  

meeting to November 30, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.   

 Session heard reports from each of the ministry teams regarding their work. Laura Neill, 

reporting for Personnel, reported that staff evaluations and the planned staff training were  

completed.  Other highlights from the ministry teams included announcement that the first  

Eventide service was held on October 16, with the next service planned for November 13. This 

evening worship service will be held monthly in the Chapel with special music, liturgy and prayer.  

 Three elders: Mark Gordon, Hannah LoGiudice and Seth Miller,  were ordained and  

installed on Sunday, October 23, 2022.  

Next Session meeting: November 30, 2022 

Members of Session will continue to meet on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. Please 

reach out to any of the Elders listed above with any questions or concerns. Positive feedback is also 

welcomed as this team is working diligently to listen, discern and communicate successfully. 

Minutes from each Session meeting are located in a notebook in the Gathering Area. If you have 

any questions or concerns to be shared with the Clerk of Session, please use this email address:  

sessionclerk@firstpreswooster.org 

 

 



   

 

Greetings from the Resource Development Ministry!! 

We are well into our 2022 Stewardship Campaign and the RDM hopes that you are enjoying the  

“Minute for Stewardship” segment of our Sunday services.  Between now and Pledge Sunday, you will  

continue to hear a member of our church family talk a little bit about how FPC is a meaningful part of  

their community and spiritual life.  

Pledge Sunday is November 20. You should receive a pledge card in the mail in the next few days.  

Please prayerfully consider all of the ways that our church has touched your spiritual life and bring your  

completed pledge card to our special service on November 20 as we celebrate our own gifts, missions,  

and structure of First Presbyterian Church of Wooster. 

As always, please feel free to contact any of the members of RDM with any questions regarding the  

finances of our church. 

 

Blessing and peace, 

Tom Rumbaugh, chair 

Dana Brooks, FPC treasurer; David Rice; Stuart Miller; Laura Neill; Jeff Perkins; Mark Gordon 

 

 

 

 

Please call the church office or contact your  

deacon if you need a ride to church and we will 

arrange for you to be picked up and brought to 

Worship service. 

 

 

 



 

 

Faith and Worship Team 

 

• For Faith and Worship, October means Advent/Christmas preparations. Between now and  

decorating Day in late November, we will be retrieving and organizing our boxes of decorations,  

deciding what needs to be replaced, fluffing up trees, wreaths, garlands, bows, counting candles  

and candle holders and deciding what areas will get which decorations.  

• At our October meeting we discussed the plans for the new once-a-month Eventide Service. F&W 

thinks that this service is a good example of a group of congregants who had a need and the interest/

commitment to form a 'ministry team' to fulfill that need and share it with the church. We were 

unanimous in our desire to allow plans for the service to move forward, with oversight from David 

and F&W. We sent our approval to Session with the recommendation that Session also give  

consensus approval this new endeavor.  

• Our Team also entered into our minutes how grateful we were for Ann Gastier’s lovely (and edible) 

Breads of the World chancel display for World Wide Communion. Thank you, Ann, for your willing 

and creative heart! 

 

Nancy Young/Susie Slack Co-chairs 

 

 

 

   



 
Christmas Poinsettias 

Poinsettias in honor or memory of loved ones will be used to enhance the beauty of our sanctuary 

this Christmas. You may purchase a plant for $10.00 each. If you do not wish to own a plant, you 

may choose to donate to the Special Christmas offering or the FPC Flower Fund (indicate on your 

check’s Memo line where your donation should go). Names of your loved ones will be listed in the 

Christmas Eve bulletin and scrolled during the broadcast. Plants may be picked up after the service. 

Those left will be distributed. 

 

Please submit your request to the Office by December 19, 2022. 

 

Your Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Memory: Plant or Donation (circle one) 

 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor: Plant or Donation (circle one) 

 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________ 



FAITH AND PRACTICE 

 

THE MITTEN TREE 

In the gathering area you’ll soon see the Mitten Tree, a familiar sight each Advent season.  For 

years members have placed their hand-knitted or purchased mittens, gloves and scarves on the 

tree.  Then after Christmas, Faith & Practice sends the mittens to The Shack Neighborhood 

House in Pursglove, WV.   

In addition to the mittens, gloves and scarves, Faith & Practice will this year be collecting men’s 

and women’s warm socks for the homeless in our area.   

We hope to see the tree filled with your generous contributions! 

 

 

THE SHACK NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 

PURSGLOVE, WEST VIRGINIA 

For many years – no one seems to know quite how many – First Presbyterian of Wooster has 

been sending mittens, gloves, scarves and hats that it collects on the Mitten Tree to a place called 

“The Shack” in West Virginia.  Another mystery is why do the mittens go to this particular  

location rather than somewhere else?  

After doing a little research I found that The Shack was originally sponsored by the First  

Presbyterian Church of Morgantown and sought to meet the spiritual as well as the social and 

physical needs of coal miners and their families.  But even more interesting is that the woman 

who appears to be the founder is one Mary Behner, a 1928 graduate of The College of Wooster.  

(Her letters to her parents written during her senior year are housed in The College of Wooster’s 

Special Collections.)  She began a home mission in West Virginia’s northern coalfields shortly  

after graduation and started a Sunday School and recreation program.  Shocked by the poverty 

she saw she soon expanded into social services. 



In 1932 she received from the Pursglove Mine Company an abandoned company store which she 

named The Shack.  It was there she held all the many programs she started for the families in the  

area. She left in 1937 to be married but the program continues nearly 100 years later.  I learned from 

the program director of The Shack that the need for mittens also continues! 

If you know anything more about Mary Behner or about the original connection of First Presbyterian 

of Wooster with The Shack, we would love to hear from you.   

Kris Evans 

Chair, Faith and Practice 

          Mary E. Behner, The College of Wooster, 1928          

 

                   



 



 



 

Faith and Practice is happy to announce that we will be having an in-person Alternative Gift Market 

again this year! 

Sunday, December 4, 11:30 am-1:30 pm 

Trinity UCC Church 

AGM allows you to designate charitable gifts to causes around the world in the name of your relatives 

and friends using carefully vetted charities.  

These gifts are the perfect option for everyone on your list – just ask Don Beane, who each year buys 

Alternative Gifts for 20 members of his family!   And it’s wonderful to receive a card indicating a  

donation has been given in your name to a very worthwhile project somewhere in the world. 

In addition, World Market from Kidron will again bring their unique gifts for sale.  And a former  

pastor of Trinity will be offering gifts from Ghana, proceeds of which will benefit their mission in 

Ghana.   

If you would like to help with this fun and worthwhile project, here are some ways: 

Help make displays for some of the projects supported 

Bake pies for the lunch that is served 

Help in the kitchen 

For anyone not able to attend the event, catalogs will be available. 

 

Kris Evans, Chair 

Faith and Practice 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING PARLOR ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

 

All are invited to join the adult education class meeting in the parlor Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  

This fall we’ve been exploring systemic poverty as part of our call to be a Matthew 25 church.   

 

On Sunday, November 6, the class will welcome FPC member Erin Guzman, Chaplain and Director 

of Religious and Spiritual Life at the College of Wooster, who will speak about the College's efforts to 

recruit and support first-generation students.  She will be joined by C.O.W. junior Liz Santiago who 

will share her experience as a first-generation student.  On November 13, O'Huddle Executive  

Director Sara Reith will present on O'Huddle's student mentoring programs, and on November 20 

we’ll look at several innovative programs around the country addressing systemic poverty. 

 

Looking ahead to Advent, on November 27 the class will begin a series called “Light of the World” 

featuring commentary from Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at  

Vanderbilt Divinity School.  A self-described “Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a  

predominantly Protestant divinity school in the buckle of the Bible Belt,” Levine brings a unique  

perspective to the stories of Advent. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mornings continue to be amazing! Thanks for making a commitment to our programming 

and encouraging you’re your — SENIOR HIGH TOO — to attend Sunday mornings.  

 

Our Youth Group will also be meeting monthly. Our next gathering is an afternoon 

at Acres of Fun playing laser tag on Nov 6th from 12-1pm. Please bring $10 plus more 

for food if desired. 

 

Thank you for all your help at Fall Festival!! We served over 350 people in our community!  

 
 
 

 
 

Please mark your calendar on Nov 20th for our Youth Sunday/ Ghost Ranch Sunday.  Join our 

youth as they tell you about our recent trip to Ghost Ranch in New Mexico and share some liturgy 

and prayers with you!  



 
 

 
 
We have a wonderful class for our preschool — 2nd grade kids. Godly Play is a Montessori based way of  

learning God’s stories. The children are encouraged to wonder about the story through listening, art, quiet  

coloring, and conversation. Each morning will start off with Miss Rachel and her wonderful musical offerings 

at 9:00am.  

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Bible Town is our Sunday class offered for children 3rd through 6th grade. We meet in the big room 

upstairs at 9:00am. This class offers a variety of learning styles through games, laughter, Bible 

readings, and SO MUCH FUN!!  Bible Town is collecting new or gently used toys for a project this 

winter.  

 

 

 

 

Each Wednesday we will join together for a simple meal beginning at 5:30pm in Bruch Hall. We 

will be meeting together the month of November to work on erasing systemic poverty. We will 

NOT meet on Wed Nov 2nd or Nov 23rd.  

 



 

 

As part of our Matthew 25 Initiative, we are charged to do three things; engage in Church Vitality, 

work towards dismantling structural racism, and eradicate systemic poverty. We have done some 

really wonderful work so far but there is much to do! In November we will work on feeding those in 

our community by once again feeding the young men at the YMCA. They have contacted me about 

returning the favor of providing a meal for the boys that have a safe place at the YMCA. There are 

between 25 and 30 this year and they need our help. We have been asked to provide dinner for 

them every Wed night.  Please consider signing up with a friend and providing a nutritious meal.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAFAB28A6F8C43-ymca  

 

  

 

Our next Eventide gathering will be Sunday November 13th at 6:30pm in the Chapel.  

Eventide is a simple contemplative time of song and prayer. This month’s theme is gratitude.  

Please plan to join us.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAFAB28A6F8C43-ymca


Our theme for this year in children and youth music time is God Loves the World.  Join us during 

Sunday School to sing, dance, play, and learn music together! 

Fall Dates for Music in Worship: 

October 2 – World Communion Sunday: Godly Play, Bible Town, and Confirmation Classes with the   

Sanctuary Choir 

October 23 – Godly Play and Bible Town 

November 20 – Youth Sunday: Jr and Sr High Youth 

December 18 – Advent Celebration: All ages Godly Play through Sr. High Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon Gathering on Sunday, November 13, at 9:30 a.m. 

in Bruch Hall 

       For those of you who were unable to attend one of the deacon gatherings this summer and fall, 

       you are invited to join us on Nov 13.  This is an opportunity to learn to know others better, 

       ask questions about church activities and enjoy a light continental breakfast in a small group 

       setting.  If you are going to Sunday School,  just stop by after – we will be there until 10:15. 

       We look forward to seeing you! 

 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP   

FALL  RUMMAGE SALE 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 – 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

 

RUMMAGE SALE DONATIONS 

Clean out your closets and bring your items to the church. 

(The closet at the south end of the 2nd floor is for rummage sale items) 

  (Starting October 16 items can be placed in the Gathering Area.) 

Your donations will be treasures for our neighbors in the community! 

 

RUMMAGE SALE VOLUNTEERS 

 

First Presbyterian women, and men, volunteer to help with: 

 

Sorting on Wednesday, November 2 at 9:00am 

Pricing on Thursday, November 3 at 9:00am 

 Selling on Friday, November 4 at 8:30am 

 Clean up on Friday, November 4 at 5:00pm until done 

 

This is a wonderful group effort which benefits those who volunteer as well as our neighbors and 

members in our community.  Bright yellow volunteer sign up sheets are posted in the Gathering  

Area.  Check your calendar and consider signing up.  This is a wonderful way to get to know other 

women in our church as we work together! 

 

PROCEEDS FROM RUMMAGE SALES 

Each year Women’s Fellowship’s projects and events raise funds to support church youth  

programming and scholarships, community outreach, missions and building improvements.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Mixed Company friends for dinner at Basil Asian Bistro on Saturday, November 19 at 6:00 

p.m.  Mixed Company is an informal fellowship group for “parties of one” that gathers monthly.  

Please RSVP by November 11 to Jean Knorr at 330-264-3996 or jean.knorr1@gmail.com or  

Carol Gates at 330-264-3413 or cmgates23@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 PHOC MAPLE SYRUP -  The Pleasant Hill Outdoor Camp maple syrup harvest to support 

the youth programs was very successful again this year. We have a supply for sale at the church  

welcome center located above the coat rack. You can also call The Shorts (Ted's cell: 330-466-2763; 

Karen's cell: 330-466-3404) for pick-ups at their home at 935 Fenwick Circle. Pints are $9, quarts 

$16, half-gallons $28, and gallons $50. Exact cash or personal checks to PHOC are preferred.  

Thank you again for supporting a great Christian youth camping program! 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Elf – The Musical” will make its Wooster debut on November 12, 18 and 19 at 7:00 pm and  

November 13 and 20 at 2:00 pm in the Wooster High School Performing Arts Center. 

Based on the popular holiday movie, Elf tells the story of Buddy Hobbs, a young orphan 

child, who mistakenly crawls into Santa Claus' bag of gifts and is transported back to the North 

Pole. After discovering the baby, Santa and his elves decide to raise the child as an elf. Years later, 

Buddy finds out that he's actually a human being and, at Santa's prompting, heads off to New York 

City in search of his father, Walter Hobbs. 

Faced with the harsh reality that Walter is on the naughty list and his son, Michael, doesn't 

even believe in Santa, Buddy is determined to win over his birth family and help New York City  

remember the true meaning of Christmas. 

First Presbyterian Church Members are heavily involved. Eighth grader Lydia Dunlap  

and Freshmen Elli Gordon and Sara Lewellen are members of the ensemble and Senior  

Hannah LoGiudice serves as the Stage Manager.  Senior Olivia Hiner, Junior Mattie Dunlap, 

Freshman Aiden Hiner and seventh grader Addison Hiner are members of the tech crew. 

Behind-the-scenes, Brett Hiner is the artistic director of the show, being assisted by  

Kristi Hiner. Rachel King serves as the Vocal Director and Steve LoGiudice and Megan Wereley  

are the House Managers. Way to represent FIRST PRES!! 

There are two ways to purchase tickets in advance.  One, go to https://ticketpeak.co/

whsdrama/events and purchase your tickets online.  Or, two, you can contact Steve LoGiudice at 

stevenlogiudice@gmail.com or 646-203-5411 and let him know what night you’d prefer to attend 

and he will arrange for your tickets.  The tickets will be left at will call and you can pay at the door 

with cash or check. 

However you choose to purchase your tickets we look forward to welcoming you to our little 

taste of Christmas in New York, right here in Wooster!  

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Claus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Pole
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_being
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://ticketpeak.co/whsdrama/events
https://ticketpeak.co/whsdrama/events
mailto:stevenlogiudice@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our Matthew 25 Initiative, we are charged to do three things; engage in Church Vitality, 

work towards dismantling structural racism, and eradicate systemic poverty. We have done some 

really wonderful work so far but there is much to do!  In November we will work on feeding those in 

our community by once again feeding the young men at the YMCA. They have contacted me about 

returning the favor of providing a meal for the boys that have a safe place at the YMCA.  There are 

between 25 and 30 this year and they need our help. We have been asked to provide dinner for them 

every Wed night.  Please consider signing up with a friend and providing a nutritious meal.  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4cafab28a6f8c43-ymca 

 

THANK YOU!!!! 

 



 



LITURGIST SIGN-UP - YEAR 2022 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

 

If you or a member of your family (all ages are welcome) 

would like to sign-up to be a liturgist during the 2022 year, 

 

please sign-up at the following link:  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/liturgistsfpc 

Contact information will be in the link. 

 

Also, you can go to the FPC website and go to the tab Worship Services and Resources 

and drop down to the FPC Forms link that you would like to use. 

 

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!    

 

 

 

 

  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE SIGN-UP 

YEAR 2022 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

 

If you would like to sign-up for Prayers of the People during the 2022 year, 

please sign-up at the following link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/prayersofthepeople 

 

Contact information will be in the link. 

 

Also, you can go to the FPC website and go to the tab Worship Services and Resources 

and drop down to the FPC Forms link that you would like to use. 

 

Thank you for Volunteering!  



 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY   

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

YEAR 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to dedicate flowers in honor or memory  

of a loved one in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday mornings during the year 2022, 

please sign-up at the following link: 
 

Thank you! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/sanctuaryflowers 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS NEEDED 

We need 2 volunteers for ushers for Sunday worship! 

Please consider volunteering and sign up at the link below :) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/2ushers  

 

Thank you for Volunteering! 

https://firstpreswooster.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd14a25aaac4a9897c33a98b0&id=4836635c38&e=934c6da3c0


    
        

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  
  

 November 1  Cy Morgan, Richard Odenkirk 

 November 3  Mark Elderbrock 

 November 5  Troy McMillen 

 November 6  Janet Calhoun  

 November 7  Donald James 

 November 8  Kennedy McMillen 

 November 9  Karmon James  

 November 11  Matthew Call, Gwen Short, Calin Baxstrom  

 November 13  Laura Scott 

 November 16  Jonathan Neill 

 November 17  Marcus Ladrach, Beth Ladrach, Amy Baxstrom 

     Charles Pfeiffer 

 November 18  Vince Giffin 

 November 21  Susan Clyde 

 November 22  Nancy Hartrum  

 November 23  Richard Peterson, Abrielle James 

 November 24  Tricia Vossler 

 November 28  Mark Gordon 

 November 29  Eleanor Davis  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  



 

First Presbyterian Church                                                                                                              

621 College Avenue                                                                                                                   

 Wooster, OH 44691                        

 Phone: 330-264-9420                                       

Fax:     330-262-7305   

             

 

                        

       Address Service Requested   

  

 

   

        www.facebook.com/FPCWooster/  

            www.firstpreswooster.org 

             

                                                                                                                      

                       
 

Office Contact Info 
                   Email     Phone Ext. 
David  Rice   drice@firstpreswooster.org             ext. 202 
Donna Bye   dbye@firstpreswooster.org   ext. 201 
Amy Baxstrom  abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org  ext. 204 
Rachel King   rking@firstpreswooster.org    
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Deadlines   

 Submission Deadline Approximate Delivery 

    FPC News Flash Wednesday by noon End of Week 

    Tower Tidings 15th of each month End of Month 

     Bulletin Wednesday Weekly 

     Session 2nd Monday of the month 4th Wed. of each month 

     Session Packets 2nd Monday of the month 3rd Sunday of the month 

https://www.facebook.com/FPCWooster/

