
 

 

 
 TOWER TIDINGS      
   JUNE/JULY 2022  

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

After some fits and starts, it’s beginning to feel like the onset of summer.  How wonderful it is 

after a long day of work to still have a few hours of golden glow until sunset!  Many of us are 

anticipating those long-awaited vacations and planning for family reunions is underway again.  

May you and your families thoroughly enjoy the months ahead. 

 

Our congregational life is entering the summer season, as well.  Our single service at 10:00 

on Sunday morning is bringing an increasing number of worshippers, and Amy’s Children’s 

Moments and Joy Worship are welcome additions along with the artistry of guest musicians 

from the Ohio Light Opera Orchestra.  Another upcoming worship highlight will be our 

outdoor service in the pavilion at Oak Hill Park on Sunday, June 19. 

 

Speaking of worship reminds me that mid-way through Nancy Young’s Session Minutes is a 

report from the Faith & Worship Team concerning the schedule for our Sunday mornings 

when we return to a new program year next September.  A Sunday Morning Task Force has 

been created to research and recommend to Session the best way going forward to meet the 

current and future needs of our congregation.  The members of the task force are Kris Evans, 

Sara Davis, Mark Gordon, Bobbi Jentes-Mason, Jill Kelly, Mimi Lewellen, and Julie Miller.  

Please contact any of them in the weeks ahead for more information or to make a comment.  

They will also be communicating in various ways with members and friends of the church. 

 

This coming Sunday, we will be ordaining and installing our new classes of Elders and 

Deacons.  I look forward to worshipping with you as we recognize and bless these servant 

leaders of our church for the coming years. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

David 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
April 2022 
 
 
This was the first in-person session meeting since February 2020 and session was very glad to be 

together again. 

 

Clerk’s Report – Nancy Young 

The clerk reported the April deaths of members Frank Rasmussen, Barbara Leonhard, James Sidle, 

Hal Fulton, and Gary Thompson and the baptism Grant William McMillen, son of Troy and Emily 

McMillen.  

 

Flag in Sanctuary for Funerals 

Both Dave Tugend, who was a session visitor at this meeting, and elder Jeff Perkins asked if the 

American flag would be in the sanctuary at Hal Fulton’s memorial service.  David Rice explained 

that the no flags in the sanctuary policy has always allowed for exceptions for occasions like funer-

als.  However, David had already spoken with Val Fulton to assure her a flag would be placed in the 

sanctuary for Hal’s funeral and Val had replied that she had learned from the Honor Guard colonel 

that only one flag is allowed in the room when there is an Honor Guard and that flag is to be the one 

on the casket.  Jeff and Dave were asked to report this information to anyone inquiring.   

  

RDM Report – Tom Rumbaugh 

The Creative Academy lease is coming up for renewal. RDM will review the lease and may fix a 

reasonable rate of rent for them in a new lease to help offset utility bills. Creative Academy is 

agreeable with this.  

 

Pastor’s Report – Rev. David Rice 

David reminded session of the Congregational Conversations retreat on Saturday, May 14 from 

9:00-4:00. 

David praised the Women’s Fellowship and the many volunteers who have gone above and beyond 

in attending to the many funeral receptions we have had recently.  He remarked how they all pull 

together to bring warmth, friendliness and love to these sad occasions and how grateful he is for 

this ministry. 

 

Personnel Report – Laura Neill 

Session reviewed the Terms of Call for Pastor David and asked for a motion to accept them.  



MOTION (Personnel): to approve the 2021-2022 Terms of Call to present to the congregation; 

PASSED (u)     

Laura then presented the following proposal for the Director of Family Ministries position:  this  

proposal confirms that, due to the amount of programming she is involved in, Amy is working 40 

hours rather than the 35 currently on record.  To align her salary with her hours, this proposal would 

increase Amy’s salary by $5,300.  However, it will be less for 2022 since we are already halfway 

through 2022 and the additional salary is not retroactive.  MOTION (Personnel): to increase Amy’s 

hours from 35 to 40 hours per week with commensurate salary; PASSED (u). 

 

MAY 2022 

 

David opened the meeting with prayer and then introduced new elders Paula Abrecht, Kris Evans, and 

Mark Gordon, and second term elders Dave Earley, Bobbie Jentes-Mason, and Mimi Lewellen.  He 

thanked Stuart Miller and Tom Rumbaugh who are rotating off session after two terms of service.  

 

Clerk’s Report – Nancy Young 

The clerk introduced Lisa Rumbaugh and asked for a motion that Lisa be elected as the new Clerk of 

Session.  MOTION (Miller): to elect Lisa Rumbaugh as Clerk of Session for the 2022-2023 program 

year; 2nd (Neill); PASSED (u). You may get in touch with Lisa at sessionclerk@firstpreswooster.org 

however you might give her a chance to settle into her new job first.   

 

RDM Report -– Tom Rumbaugh 

In April we received $44,471.  Our expenses were $53,792, so we currently have a deficit of $9,321.  

YTD our income is $236,988 with expenses at $232,337, for a surplus of $4,650.  

 

Pastor’s Report -– Rev. David Rice 

David will be on vacation 6/13-28/22.  The June session meeting was moved to 29 June by consensus.  

 

David will send out early June dates for the Session Retreat Summary Meeting, choose the one most 

people indicate they can attend, and inform elders of that date. 

 

Personnel Report – Laura Neill 

The Congregational Conversations sub-group will meet with staff for a Session Retreat Summary  

follow-up, probably on June 9. 

 

Making plans for communication skills training for the staff.  This will be a 2 hour communication 

skills training in all forms of communication, with follow-up.  They are also working on a plan for  

leadership training. 

 

Staffing the office — trying to figure this out so we have regular staffing for office hours 

 

Faith and Worship Report – Nancy Young 

The staff has been discussing the feasibility of moving to one service at 10:15 beginning with the new 

program year and brought their thinking to the F&W meeting.  Discussion centered around the need 

to be looking at the future of our church.  Our changing demographics to a smaller congregation 

means there are fewer people in each service.  There are more children at the 9:00am service but no 

planned activities for them except Children’s Moment; children’s Sunday School is still erratic since 

pandemic disruptions.  
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Amy and Rachel would like to focus on consistent Joy Worship and regaining a strong Sunday 

School presence, but that is difficult with two services and erratic attendance at both services.  Our 

changing demographics also mean there are fewer volunteers for the teams and opportunities we 

offer.  The entire staff is stretched thin with trying to plan for consistency in anything at this point. 

Our worship and work have to fit the staff we have, not the staff we wish we had.  One service with 

a unified congregation would help immensely with planning and communication between staff,  

session, and congregation. 

 

In light of the Congregational Conversations and the session retreat, Faith and Worship and Pastor 

David proposed that a task force be formed to wonder about this change with the congregation and 

to come to conclusions, rather than passing it down from session as a “fait accompli.”  The task force 

should be comprised of elders and congregational representatives from both services — strive for 

around 6 people with Amy and Rachel sitting in with some regularity at meetings to offer input.  

David should be consulted frequently.  Goals/objectives should be made clear.  The staff and F&W 

will present the task force with the reasoning for this discussion as well as the end-date for the task 

force.   

 

The staff and F&W’s preference is to go to one service to better match the church demographics, to 

bring us together again as one congregation, to optimize the planning time, strengths, and skills of 

the staff we have, to enhance communication between church leadership and the congregation.  The 

end-date for the task force has to allow ample time for staff to plan for the new program year which 

will begin on Sept. 11, with Rally Day either the last Sunday in August or Sept. 11. The task force 

should have its first meeting in early June, select a chair, set objectives and responsibilities and plan 

to end in by mid-July.  

 

Reasons for an earlier single service: 

• Brings us together to worship as one congregation and strengthens our communal ties — this is 

also a retreat goal; 

• Fits our changing demographics and takes the strain off the staff and allows them to make the 

best use of their time and planning.  The staff can offer quality activities and programs more  

reliably with one service that brings us together rather than two sparsely attended services.  At 

this time we cannot afford to hire more staff and with two services and fewer volunteers plus 

their other responsibilities, we are basically asking David, Donna, Amy and Rachel to do the jobs 

of what would ideally be 3-4 more people.  This is not sustainable; 

• Strengthens the intergenerational aspect of our church and gives children, youth and older  

members a better chance to become acquainted in a predictable way through singing, sharing  

liturgy, Children’s Moment, sitting together on a regular basis; 

• Strengthens Joy Worship and Sunday School time and planning by having all the children 

       together for one service at one time; 

• A 9:00am type worship service can be added into the mix of monthly single services; 

• Makes it easier for new people and church seekers to know when to attend a service; 

• One service at an earlier time would allow families with children and youth who participate in 

sports programs to attend most games without having to miss services; 

• For live-streaming, shows the true attendance at our worship services with children, younger 

families and older members all together; 

• Looks to the future with a smaller congregation. 



F&W recommends to session that it form a task force to assess the congregation’s acceptance 

of moving to a single Sunday morning worship service and to report its recommendation to session 

by mid-July. 

 

Session Discussion re: above F&W proposal  

Nancy reminded elders that they had specifically been asked to read the F&W minutes before this 

session meeting.  Elders agreed they had done so.  She then introduced the F&S recommendation 

that session create a task force to discuss with the congregation the possibility of moving from two 

worship services to one service.  She recapped the reasoning behind this recommendation that was 

laid out in the F&W minutes (see above).  David related to session that he had spoken with elders 

and congregational members about the possibility of serving on such a task force and the following 

people had agreed to do so: Kris Evans, Julie Miller, Jill Kelly, Sara Davis, Mark Gordon, Bobbi 

Jentes-Mason, Mimi Lewellen.  

 

Session was enthusiastic about this recommendation and discussion centered around the  

opportunities this gave session to show its commitment to better communication with the  

congregation as well as its commitment to strengthening the bonds of community and family that 

have been a hallmark of our congregation.  They also saw that such a proposal encompasses a  

realistic look at the future of our church in terms of changing demographics (both in our church 

and in mainline churches across America), the long-term consequences of the pandemic, and the 

realities of adapting the amount of programming we do to the amount of staff we have.  Discussion 

ensued about ways to communicate this message and involve the congregation, introduction of the 

task force to the congregation, the reasoning behind the recommendation, ways for discussion  

between the task force and the congregation to take place, etc.   The task force will begin in June 

and complete its work by mid-July so that the staff will have time to prepare for the new program 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Correction to the In Memorium Section of the Session Report  

in the Annual Meeting Booklet 

In the In Memorium section of the Annual Session Report, I inadvertently misspelled  

Susan Nielsen’s last name (Neilsen) and mis-typed the date of her death (8/19/2021).  The correct 

spelling is: Susan Nielsen, and the correct date is 8/20/2021.  I sincerely regret these errors. 

Nancy Young  



 

 

Greetings from the Resource Development Ministry! 

The first four months of 2022 is behind us and I am happy to report that FPC is “a little” ahead of our  

reduced budget. As I’ve written before, congregational pledges are down this year so the RDM  

recommended to Session to reduce the budget accordingly from 2021. No doubt our ministry teams and 

staff will do what they can with the funds that they have to maintain a year full of meaningful  

programming and mission. 

If you follow the financial markets, you have probably noticed that there is more volatility than usual. The 

investments of the FPC endowment were certainly not shielded from the negative effects so far this year. 

One of the tasks of the RDM is to carefully monitor our investment managers to ensure that our gifts are 

responsibly invested according to our Session-approved policies. These policies are designed to help FPC 

maintain a responsible, continuous cash flow regardless of the financial market volatility during any  

given year. 

Obviously the main intention of our endowment is to supplement the annual expenses and special  

projects of First Presbyterian Church. Please be assured that all decisions to use our gifts are based on the 

FPC policies and the thoughtful and prayerful discussions of Session. Session decisions are always  

centered on keeping our church programming and missions relevant, and the stewardship and  

sustainability of our gifts to last now and generations to come. 

As always, please feel free to ask for additional information about the finances of FPC. Copies of the  

financial reports and policies are always available by asking any of the members of the RDM or stopping 

by the church office. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Tom Rumbaugh, Chair of RDM 

Sarah Baker; Dana Brooks, treasurer of FPC; Laura Neill, Stuart Miller, Jeff Perkins, and David Rice 

 

 

 

 



 

Faith and Structure 

April 2022 

 

 

The Faith and Structure Committee held their April meeting remotely via Zoom.  

 

The F&S committee agenda focused upon the following topics: upgrade of the HVAC system,  

exterior security cameras, and excavation to the playground. 

 

Our committee has designated the replacement and upgrade of the HVAC system as high priority.  

The committee reviewed proposals from three qualified contractors and recommended further due 

diligence to include a third party to review quotes, and inquire on available rebates and financing 

options.    

 

The exterior of our building has fallen victim to graffiti and theft.  Tim has purchased and installed 

two new camera systems on the north and east sides of the buildings.   

 

The playground located on the southern portion of our building has been experiencing drainage  

issues increasing the risk of water entering the building during heavy rains. A quote was obtained to 

excavate 2 feet of dirt and mulch and replace it with gravel.  The quote also included installation of 

downspouts, drain tile, and sidewalk repair.  The project is under consideration to begin work in 

the fall.  

 

Submitted by Scott Buehler, Committee Chair 

 

Committee: Scott Buehler (chair), Joel Beckler, Paul Edmiston, Roy Hancock, Roy Haynes, Steven 

Slack, April Gamble and Jim Webster.  David Rice and Tim Hall, ex officio. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   WORSHIP AT OAK HILL PARK 

   SUNDAY, JUNE 19 at 10:00 am 

 

This year our outdoor summer worship service will be held at Oak Hill Park on Sunday,  

June 19 at 10:00am. This will be a worship service only—no meal or pot luck after.  

The park is located on the northern end of Oak Hill Rd. going toward Milltown Rd., and across the 

street from Oldham Rd. where the High School is located.  

There is ample pavilion space with picnic table-and-benches seating, but feel free to bring your own 

chairs. There is also ample car parking space within short, flat, walking distance of the  

pavilion.  

Please mark your calendars and plan to join together for worship at this small gem of a park with  

inspirational views across the hills and valleys of God’s creation.  

 

 

*If the morning turns out to be rainy, worship will be held in Bruch Hall at 10:00am.   



 

Sunday Morning Transportation for Worship 

 

Let us help you with a ride on Sunday mornings.  If you would like to attend worship on Sunday 

mornings, but could use some assistance, please call the church office (330-264-9420) or Pat Bare 

(330-465-3301) and one of our drivers will pick you up for the 10:00 a.m. summer service.  We look 

forward to being of service to you.  When you call, please leave a message that includes your desire 

for a ride and the best phone number to reach you.  We will be back in touch.   

Thank you to those who have offered to be drivers for this ministry: 

Pat and Wayne Bare 

Mark Gooch 

Jack Miller 

Jon Neill 

Tom Rumbaugh 

Susie and Steve Slack 

Vallie and Jim Tew 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

FAITH AND PRACTICE 

Faith and Practice have been busy at work with our “Meals for All” here at First Presbyterian and  

DZ at 6 at Zion Lutheran. “Meals for All” attendance is growing and we have had a great response 

from parishioners in helping and donating food. 

Zion Lutheran has changed their dates for meals as they will be offering one meal a month  

(as we do) . They have 6 churches participating for their sit down meal.  We will only be obligated to 

provide two meals a year.  

Our first one is June 19.  Our last one is in December.  

Please look for the sign ups in June for two meals.  As always we appreciate all the people who have 

supported our Matthew 25 projects. It is much appreciated by the homeless and needy in our  

community. 

 

 



 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER CONCERNS 

It is said that “the family that prays together stays together.”  This goes for our church 

family, as well.  Beginning with the June Tower Tidings, we will be listing the prayer 

concerns of members of our congregation and the community.  Please contact the 

church office with names of loved ones and friends whom you would like to have 

included.   We will also be creating a contact point on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a Senior Men’s Luncheon at  

The Green Leaf Restaurant on June 6 at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Saturday, August 6 between 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. to 

help spruce up our nursery, Sunday School classrooms, and 

youth center for the new program year.  We’ll clean, organize, 

and declutter to make these spaces inviting for our children 

and youth and enjoy some fellowship too!  All are welcome to 

come for as much or little time as you have.  Breakfast goodies 

will be served! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Join us for a few nights of fellowship together learning about how to take care of 
God's Creation. Activities will be planned for all ages so plan to join us. Dinner will be 
included for a donation.  June 27-29 from 6:00pm-7:30-pm  

 

Celebrating God's Gift of Rest and Delight by Carol M. Bechtel 

Join us for 9 weeks of Bible study as we consider Sabbath as a celebration, as God's intent for all  
creation, as one day of the week, as a time to surrender unhealthy busyness, and so much more.  
Sessions will begin Wednesday June 8th at 10:00am.  Contact Amy Baxstrom to register. 

Creation Justice Week 



LITURGIST SIGN-UP - YEAR 2022 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

 

If you or a member of your family (all ages are welcome) 

would like to sign-up to be a liturgist during the 2022 year, 

 

please sign-up at the following link:  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/liturgistsfpc 

Contact information will be in the link. 

 

Also, you can go to the FPC website and go to the tab Worship Services and Resources 

and drop down to the FPC Forms link that you would like to use. 

 

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE SIGN-UP 

YEAR 2022 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

 

If you would like to sign-up for Prayers of the People during the 2022 year, 

please sign-up at the following link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/prayersofthepeople 

 

Contact information will be in the link. 

 

Also, you can go to the FPC website and go to the tab Worship Services and Resources 

and drop down to the FPC Forms link that you would like to use. 

 

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!  



 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY   

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

YEAR 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to dedicate flowers in honor or memory  

of a loved one in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday mornings during the year 2022, 

please sign-up at the following link: 
 

Thank you! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/sanctuaryflowers 

 

 

PHOC MAPLE SYRUP  

We plan to have a small amount of 

Pleasant Hill Outdoor Camp (PHOC) 

maple syrup (mostly pints and quarts) 

available at the church gathering area 

Jan-Mar 2022. The 2022 harvest will 

be available in late April early May.  All 

proceeds continue to support the 

PHOC youth programs.  You can call 

Ted (330-466-2763) or Karen Short 

(330-466-3404) for special orders.  



    
        

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 
 

  
 June 1   Mark Gordon 

 June 3   James Kirchhofer 

 June 4   Polly Johnson, Jamie Ogle 

 June 6   Wayne Bare 

 June 7   Roger Bostancic, Joan Watt 

 June 8   Carol Miller 

 June 9   Iva Byler 

 June 11   Andrew James 

 June 12   Kris Burris  

 June 16   Lillian Davis  

 June 17    Eliza Davis, Laura Bigley 

 June 18    MacKenzie Hancock 

 June 19   Janelle Collier, Scott Perkins 

 June 20   Mark Gooch 

 June 22   Wesley Davis 

 June 23   Marlene Zimmerman, Walter Grosjean 

     Walter Johnson, Elizabeth Perkins, Carol Gates 

 June 25   Karen McQuate 

 June 26   Barbara Bostancic, Carol Thompson 

 June 27   Sally Call, Betty Wilkin 

 June 29   Kailana James  

  

  

  

  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

     
JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 
 July 1    Jane Blake, Mattie Dunlap 

 July 3   David Tugend 

 July 5   Norma Shaffer 

 July 6   Julie Pooler 

 July 7   Marian Cropp 

 July 9   Dominic Holman 

 July 10   Pat Arn 

 July 12   Valerie Lippert, Fred Short  

 July 13   Mason Garcia  

 July 15   Joel Beckler, Bobbi Jentes-Mason 

 July 1 6    Jane Mesure, Sophie Garcia 

 July 18   Emily James, Jim Tew, Bobby Compton 

 July 20   Sarah Davis, Kris Evans 

 July 21   Emily Neill, Joyce Gorrell 

 July 22   Hanna Morgan, Pat Bare 

 July 24   Charles Baker, Tom Buch, Jane Buch, Oliver Davis 

 July 26   Fran Cammer, Debbie Sidle 

 July 27   George Spencer 

 July 29   Elsa Boen, Cameron Edmiston 

 July 30   Mary Alice Streeter, David Wilkin 

 July 31   MaryAnn Wellington  



 

First Presbyterian Church                                                                                                              

621 College Avenue                                                                                                                   

 Wooster, OH 44691                        

 Phone: 330-264-9420                                       

Fax:     330-262-7305   

             

 

                        

       Address Service Requested   

  

 

   

        www.facebook.com/FPCWooster/  

            www.firstpreswooster.org 

             

                                                                                                                      

                       
 

Office Contact Info 
                   Email     Phone Ext. 
David  Rice   drice@firstpreswooster.org             ext. 202 
Donna Bye   dbye@firstpreswooster.org   ext. 201 
Amy Baxstrom  abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org  ext. 204 
Rachel King   rking@firstpreswooster.org    
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Deadlines   

 Submission Deadline Approximate Delivery 

    FPC News Flash Wednesday by noon End of Week 

    Tower Tidings 15th of each month End of Month 

     Bulletin Wednesday Weekly 

     Session 2nd Monday of the month 4th Wed. of each month 

     Session Packets 2nd Monday of the month 3rd Sunday of the month 

https://www.facebook.com/FPCWooster/

