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Dear Friends, 

 

Is it my imagination, or do the sands of time seem to flow more swiftly through the hourglass 

during the summer months?  Perhaps the sands get frozen in the winter and therefore appear to 

barely move.  In any case, I keep wondering how we got to August so quickly! 

 

That said, as you read through this month’s Tidings you will find a wealth of information and 

many opportunities to be involved in the life of our congregation.  The biggest news is the 

work that the Sunday Morning Schedule Task Force has done through a congregational survey 

and a thoughtful process of discernment.  The task force recommendations were presented to 

the Session, which voted unanimously to adopt them.  On pages 4 and 5 you can read a detailed 

report of these observations, recommendations, and intentions.  Your questions and comments 

are invited, and the schedule will be evaluated as the program year goes along. 

 

As I mentioned, opportunities for ministry abound during this month and heading into fall.  

Meals for All continues to provide an ever-increasing number of our neighbors with a delicious 

meal.  We have a workday coming up on August 6, to spruce up the Sunday School classrooms 

and the youth center.  We are looking for drivers to offer rides to those in our congregation who 

need to get to doctor’s appointments, physical therapy, and the like.  As a part of our Matthew 

25 Initiative, school supplies are being gathered to help our teachers serve students in our local 

schools who cannot afford them. 

 

Our deacons are hosting events for their parishes to provide fellowship and closer ties between 

us as we continue to move beyond the isolation we have experienced during the COVID 

pandemic.  I hope you will participate in these smaller group gatherings. 

 

Finally, enjoy the beautiful photograph and words of thanks and inspiration from our youth and 

their adult leaders who made the journey to Ghost Ranch in New Mexico.  I heard from several 

congregation members that we should offer this trip to a wider circle.  Let us see what the 

future might bring! 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

David 



NEWS FROM SESSION  

 

Laura Neill/Ministry Moment from Session/July 10, 2022 

  

 

I would like to start with a quote from Johnny Tan.  He states:  

  

“Although we live in an information technology age,  

we often find ourselves in failure to communicate situations.” 

  

So can we always do better? Yes!   

  

I am here today as a current member of First Presbyterian Church’s Session to 

update you on some of the key groups of hard-working people in our church 

life--our Staff, Session, Deacons---are working to ensure that we maintain and 

update the ways we communicate within our congregation. 

  

Since the congregational conversations last spring, which followed a compre-

hensive survey completed by a portion of our congregation, it became clear 

that “communication” or “how the word gets out” about decision making, 

events, changes in worship times, projects, and missions of the church, need to 

be well-explained in writing, through both email and direct mail.  Some of you 

mentioned also that phone calls were important so that you feel checked in on 

in a personal way. 

  

The monthly newsletter, Tower Tidings, can be received either via email or US 

postal mail.  There is a weekly electronic News Flash with information for the 

current week.  If you’re not on that email list and want to be, please contact the 

church office to get your name added. 

  

Each year there is a hard copy annual report for the congregation which in-

cludes team and committee work updates.  There are copies of the most recent 

one in the gathering area. Every Sunday in worship there are announcements 

given from the chancel at the beginning of worship.    

  

Regarding Session, except for confidential discussions, minutes are available 

to read from each monthly meeting.  Ministry team minutes can also be availa-

ble in the Session minutes.  There are informal Deacons meetings planned this 

month for each parish—feel free to attend.  

 

On occasion, there will be, of course, staff decisions made to do the daily work 

of the church and they also provide updates via the forms of communication 

just mentioned.  They will be working in late summer/early fall to fine tune 

their communication skills as well. 



  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank those who serve on ministry 

teams and to encourage those that do not, to step up.  Being a part of the life of 

the church in this way does help keep you informed.  So please “say yes” when the 

nominating committee calls. 

  

I am here to encourage you to contact Pastor David Rice, any staff member, any 

Session member, any Deacon, to share joys and concerns, or to inquire about the 

activities going on in our church life. 

  

We are working on a photo display in the gathering area of current members of 

Session and the Board of Deacons so that you know “who is who” and what they 

are doing on behalf of the church. 

  

Thank you! 

 

 

Members of Session 

 Paula Abrecht, Wes Davis, Dave Earley, Kris Evans, April Gamble, Carol Gates 
 Mark Gordon, Bobbi Jentes-Mason, Mimi Lewellen, Laura Neill, Jeff Perkins,   
 Jim Webster 

 
 Youth Elders (*not yet ordained) 

 

 Sophia Baxstrom 

 *Hannah LoGiudice 

 *Seth Miller 

 

 Moderator: Rev. David Rice 

 Clerk of Session: Lisa Rumbaugh 

 

 

Deacons 

Tricia Vossler-Parish #1, Kathy Turning-Parish #2, Cheryl Gooch-Parish #3, 

Karen McQuate-Parish #5, Carol McKiernan-Parish #6, Dede Gregory-Parish #7, 

Deb Zeiters Maxwell-Parish #8, Gwen Short-Parish #9, Elaine Arnold-Parish #10, 

Pat Miles-Parish #11, Tim Fair-Parish #12, Lisa Rumbaugh-Parish #15,  

Cindy Webster-Parish #16, Jean Knorr-Parish #17, Carol Miller-Parish #18, 

Joan Firmin-Parish #19, Pat Bare-Parish #20 

 



 



 



 

 

 

Greetings from the RDM! 

As we pass the mid-point of June 30, we find 2022 is proving to be a fiscally challenging year as  

predicted. Congregational giving is keeping up with our 2022 budgeted pledged amounts (thank you!), 

but as communicated earlier, our congregation promise cards came in around 15% lower than previous 

years. Our ministry teams, staff, and reopening task force are working hard to deal with our new “post-

pandemic” world and guide our church family into the future. 

In other church financial news, your RDM has been working closely with Faith & Structure to create a 

plan to replace the aging equipment that heats our building during the winter months. Thanks to Tim 

Hall and the Faith and Structure Ministry Team for their work and guidance that allowed our 37 year old 

boiler to effectively last beyond its predicted 25 year life span. 

As you can imagine, a new boiler for a building of our size is expensive. Under the guidance of Session, 

RDM is in the process of devising a plan to fund this estimated $180,000 expense using a combination of 

a loan from a local bank, capital campaign, and our endowment funds. Obviously the new equipment and 

advanced technology will provide us with greater efficiencies, less utility costs, and keep us warm well  

into the future! 

As always, please reach out to anyone on the RDM team (listed below) with any financial questions or 

suggestions. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Rumbaugh, chair 

Dana Brooks, church treasurer; Mark Gordon; Laura Neill; Stuart Miller; Jeff Perkins; and David Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Faith and Structure 

June 2022 

 

 

The F&S committee agenda focused upon the following topics:  excavation to the  

playground and Property and Liability Insurance coverage. 

 

The playground located outside the southern portion of our building has been  

experiencing drainage issues increasing the risk of water entering the building during 

heavy rains. A quote in the amount of $10,225 was obtained to excavate 2 feet of dirt 

and mulch and replace it with gravel.  The quote also included installation of  

downspouts, drain tile, and sidewalk repair.  Two members of our church have agreed 

to contribute a total of $10,225.  The project was approved and scheduled to begin 3rd 

quarter 2022. 

 

Church Mutual Insurance submitted a proposal to renew coverage for the 2022-2023 

year.  The proposal included several enhancements to our current policy including  

increased blanket limits for the building and contents, employment practice liability, 

and ECrime.  The renewal was approved. 

 

Submitted by Scott Buehler, Committee Chair 

Committee: Scott Buehler (chair), Joel Beckler, Paul Edmiston, Roy Hancock, Roy 

Haynes, Steven Slack, April Gamble and Jim Webster.  David Rice and Tim Hall,  

ex officio. 

 

 



FAITH AND PRACTICE 

 

The Social Justice and Peacemaking team has been a sub-committee of Faith and Practice for more 

than twenty years.  That said, membership in this committee has shrunk, although our level of  

activity has remained strong.  In order to make the best use of everyone's time, we are folding the 

Social Justice activities back into Faith and Practice, thereby eliminating a duplication of meetings 

and saving time for those who are members of both. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact: 

Kris Evans, kevans943 @sbcglobal.net  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

There has been a very good response to Meals for All the last Monday of each month. A dedicated 

group of volunteers from the church give of their time and donations of food to provide a hot,  

nutritious meal for the diners. In addition, One Community provides farm produce to hand out, 

Buehler’s donates pastries and Frito Lay provides snacks.  

 

We served 20 individuals at the July 25 dinner. The next meal will be Monday, August 20.  If you 

would like to volunteer to provide food or help serve there will be a signup in the News Flash the 

last two Thursdays of the month.  

 

The committee also welcomes used carry out containers that can be washed and re-used for carry 

outs for our diners; simply leave them in the church kitchen. And there is a special fund for those 

who would like to help defray the costs of the meals. See Donna in the office.  

 

Karen James for Faith and Practice.  

 

 

http://sbcglobal.net


The congregation extends its sympathy to the family of Elva Lee  

Kennedy who passed away on June 24, 2022.  She was born in  

Morgantown, WV, and after marrying Conrad Kennedy moved to 

Wooster where she worked for International Paper.  After 20 years of 

service as secretary to the plant production manager she went to 

work as a supervisor for the printing department at ATI.  Elva was a 

member of the First Presbyterian Church and enjoyed many other 

organizations like Town and Country Homemakers, DAR and 

OARDC Women’s Club.  She had a love for gardening, sewing and 

visiting West Virginia.  She is survived by her husband, Conrad; son 

Gary (Roberta); grandson Michael and many nieces and nephews. 

We give thanks to God for the blessing of Elva’s life among us. 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation extends its sympathy to the family of 

Walter Childs Grosjean who passed away on July 18, 2022.   

Walter has always maintained his roots in Wooster where 

he attended and graduated with honors from the College 

of Wooster in Political Science, received his law degree 

from the University of Michigan Law School and practiced 

with the Critchfield Law Firm for 43 years.  Walter had 

been a lifelong member of the First Presbyterian Church 

where he lovingly served as an elder and a board member. 

He was deeply committed to his Church, family, communi-

ty and country and will be greatly missed. Walter is sur-

vived by his wife Pearl, children Julie, Heidi and Scott, 

their spouses and 5 grandchildren, along with 2 sisters Ju-

dith and Georgeann. 

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, August 13 at 
2pm at First Presbyterian Church. We give many thanks to 
God for the blessing of Walter’s life among us.  

 

 



 

 

 If you have borrowed an  

 umbrella on a rainy day 

 and have not returned it, 

 please do so.  We don’t have 

 many left. 

 Thank you, 

 Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

The 2022 FPC Fall Rummage Sale is Friday, November 4 from 9am to 5pm 

 

 •Items are sorted on Wednesday the 2nd and priced on the 3rd .   

 •Set up is Tuesday the 1st and tear down is Friday from 5 to about 7:00pm 

 

Please consider volunteering for this worthy project.  Sign up sheets will be posted in the Gathering 
Area in mid October.  Although this is a Women’s Fellowship project, men of the church also help to 
make the event a success.     

 

This is your opportunity to have all those unwanted items in your home moved along.  Your no-longer
- wanted items will be treasures to our customers from the community.   

 

The FPC Rummage Sales earns funds for the FPC Women’s Fellowship.  The profits are  used to  
support FPC youth programming and scholarships, community outreach, mission, and building  
improvements. 

 

 



 

Deacon Gatherings 

 

The deacons have hosted two “light breakfast” events so far and we look forward to hosting another 
4 gatherings.   We are enjoying our parishes while indulging in light breakfast treats.   It is not only 
an opportunity to socialize with old friends, but a time to know our newer members and those who 
are attending worship and learning more about our church – all in a smaller group setting.  

Our gatherings are typically taking place just before worship.  While we know Covid is not quite  
behind us, we are in a better situation than we were months ago and getting back together in social 
situations is a joy and a reminder of the fellowship we all enjoyed before the pandemic.   

In addition to the summer events, we are planning one in September and one in October.   

We will share those dates with everyone when they are established.  We especially hope that those 
who could not attend this summer might find the fall dates a better fit.   

Enjoy this fast-moving summer.   

 

Blessings, 

Pat Bare, Moderator of Deacons 

330-465-3301 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Would You Like to Help? 

It has come to our attention that on occasion there are a few members who need a ride to a doctor’s 

appt, physical therapy, etc.  If you are willing to be called on occasion to drive someone, would you 

please call the office to let Donna know.  330-264-9420.  It would be greatly appreciated.   

Thank you 

 

 

 



 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER CONCERNS 

Prayer Requests- A subscription based weekly prayer email is being created to keep those  

                          interested abreast of our joys and concerns. Follow these steps to join. 

To submit a joy or concern- 

1.    Email or call Amy Baxstrom (abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org) or David Rice 

(drice@firstpreswooster.org).  To be respectful of your privacy, requests should be made  

personally or by a close family member/friend with your permission. 

2.   There is a form on the website that can also be filled out. 

3.   Joys and concerns will stay on the list for 3 weeks unless otherwise specified. 

To join the email list 

1.  Please email Amy Baxstrom (abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org) and she will add you 

     to the email list.  

2.  These emails will be sent out weekly and only to those subscribed above. 

These requests will also be used in our Intercessory Prayer time that meets the 1st and 3rd Monday’s at 

9:30am in the Chapel. 

 

 

 

      

Join us Saturday, August 6 between 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. to 

help spruce up our nursery, Sunday School classrooms, and 

youth center for the new program year.  We’ll clean, organize, 

and declutter to make these spaces inviting for our children and 

youth and enjoy some fellowship too!  All are welcome to come 

for as much or little time as you have.  Breakfast goodies will be 

served! 

mailto:abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org
mailto:drice@firstpreswooster.org
mailto:abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org


Ghost Ranch Update- We had such a wonderful week in New Mexico at Ghost Ranch. We look  

forward to sharing the ways in which each of us were touched, inspired, rejuvenated, spirited and  

enlightened in a worship service in September. Thank you to those of you who made financial  

contributions,  wrote notes to us, and prayed for us.  Our youth were able to really experience the land-

scape and beauty of God’s creation as well as, make connections with each other.  In the meantime, ask 

our youth about the Cha-Cha Slide!  

 

 

 

Volunteer Training- There will be a “mandatory” (meaning we REALLY hope you can make the 

time for this but will still keep you on the list for help!) for Sunday School Teachers, Greeters, Ushers, 

Nursery help and more on August 28th after worship.  A meal will be included.  More details to come. 

See Amy Baxstrom for more info.  



Helping our Community with School Supplies 
 
 
 As part of our Matthew 25 Initiative (Build Congregational Vitality, Dismantle Structural Racism, 

and Eradicate Systemic Poverty) we are called to help those in need.  One great thing our  

congregation does is help to support our community in many different ways. I know many of you 

volunteer on boards, at schools, in different organizations and with many different people. My  

vision for First Presbyterian Church is to work on one part of this initiative each month starting in 

August with collecting school supply kits. Our neighboring schools are affected by the poverty of our 

community and our amazing teachers often purchase necessary supplies out of pocket. These kits 

will include basic elements that any teacher can grab when a student is without.  Below is a list of 

the needed items for each kit. Please purchase a full kit and place all items in a Ziploc bag for ease of 

disbursement. There are also "Other Items" that teachers often run out of throughout the year. 

Those items do not need to be bagged and can be purchased "a la cart".   Items can be dropped off in 

the totes in the gathering area by August 28th. Thank you!  

 

Amy Baxstrom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Items should be placed inside a gallon     Other Items Needed– These items do not 

Ziploc bag                                                                                  need to be bagged 

1.  #2 Pencils                                                                              1.  Plastic Folders– all colors. 

2. P encil top erasers/regular erasers                                   2.  Composition Notebooks 

3.  3 Large Glue Sticks                                                              3.  Kleenex 

4.  2 Black Dry Erase Markers                                                4.  Disinfecting Wipes 

5.  16 Count Box of Crayons  



LITURGIST SIGN-UP - YEAR 2022 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

 

If you or a member of your family (all ages are welcome) 

would like to sign-up to be a liturgist during the 2022 year, 

 

please sign-up at the following link:  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/liturgistsfpc 

Contact information will be in the link. 

 

Also, you can go to the FPC website and go to the tab Worship Services and Resources 

and drop down to the FPC Forms link that you would like to use. 

 

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE SIGN-UP 

YEAR 2022 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

 

If you would like to sign-up for Prayers of the People during the 2022 year, 

please sign-up at the following link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/prayersofthepeople 

 

Contact information will be in the link. 

 

Also, you can go to the FPC website and go to the tab Worship Services and Resources 

and drop down to the FPC Forms link that you would like to use. 

 

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!  



 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY   

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

YEAR 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to dedicate flowers in honor or memory  

of a loved one in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday mornings during the year 2022, 

please sign-up at the following link: 
 

Thank you! 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/sanctuaryflowers 

 

 

PHOC MAPLE SYRUP  

We plan to have a small amount of 

Pleasant Hill Outdoor Camp (PHOC) 

maple syrup (mostly pints and quarts) 

available at the church gathering area 

Jan-Mar 2022. The 2022 harvest will 

be available in late April early May.  All 

proceeds continue to support the 

PHOC youth programs.  You can call 

Ted (330-466-2763) or Karen Short 

(330-466-3404) for special orders.  



    
        

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

  
 August 2   Kenneth Barnard, Robert Nielsen, Scott Murphy, 

     Kaye Bartlett, Mekhi Wright 

 August 3   William Gastier, Cate Strong, Emma Strong 

 August 4   Andrew James 

 August 5   Sarah Baker 

 August 6   Mary Stockton, Dottie Schmid 

 August 7   Rhonnie Black, Walt Kearney 

 August 8   Matthew Earley 

 August 9   Sophia Baxstrom 

 August 10   Helena Gastier 

 August 12   Aaron Edmiston 

 August 15   Zach Miller 

 August 16   Ashton Dunlap  

 August 17    Nancy Young, Karina MacMillan 

 August 18    Tyler Gordon 

 August 19   Abigail Earley, Shanna Springer, Russ McQuate, 

     Rhonda Masci, Carl Short, Paula Abrecht,  

     Jill Kelly, Ashley Compton 

 August 21   Lorraine Hancock 

 August 22   James MacMillan, Peter Savage 

 August 24   Jeffrey Musselman, Elaine Peterson 

 August 25   Don Beane, William Mapel 

 August 26   Wesley Baker 

 August 30   Laura Neill, Ruth Odenkirk, Kathy Zink 

 August 31   Conrad Kennedy  

  

  



 

First Presbyterian Church                                                                                                              

621 College Avenue                                                                                                                   

 Wooster, OH 44691                        

 Phone: 330-264-9420                                       

Fax:     330-262-7305   

             

 

                        

       Address Service Requested   

  

 

   

        www.facebook.com/FPCWooster/  

            www.firstpreswooster.org 

             

                                                                                                                      

                       
 

Office Contact Info 
                   Email     Phone Ext. 
David  Rice   drice@firstpreswooster.org             ext. 202 
Donna Bye   dbye@firstpreswooster.org   ext. 201 
Amy Baxstrom  abaxstrom@firstpreswooster.org  ext. 204 
Rachel King   rking@firstpreswooster.org    
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Deadlines   

 Submission Deadline Approximate Delivery 

    FPC News Flash Wednesday by noon End of Week 

    Tower Tidings 15th of each month End of Month 

     Bulletin Wednesday Weekly 

     Session 2nd Monday of the month 4th Wed. of each month 

     Session Packets 2nd Monday of the month 3rd Sunday of the month 

https://www.facebook.com/FPCWooster/

