
First Presbyterian Church 

Wooster, Ohio 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 5, 2026      10:00 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE                                             Largo, from ‘Symphony IX’       Antonin Dvořák 

Eric J. Gastier, organ 
WELCOME                    Reverend David Rice 
 
POURING THE BAPTISMAL WATERS            Susie Slack 
In preparation for worship, we pour baptismal water as a sign of our engrafting into the Body of Christ. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING                                           Heimwah       A. Jungmann/arr. Doppler 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  + Susie Slack 
   One: We gather in this worship space, welcomed by God. 
   All: Let us gladly welcome the Holy One into our worship and our lives. 
   One: God provides room for all to find a place, a calling in community. 
   All: Let us make room for the Holy One 
           to move graciously among and through us. 
   One: If we truly welcome God here, 
           how can we not welcome all who are made in God’s image? 

All: Come, let us welcome the Holy One, who embraces us all with love. 
 
*PRAYER  + 
 You welcome us, O God, with abundant grace. 
 Your welcome comes in community and forgiveness, in creation’s beauty and love’s joy. 
 So may we welcome others through our relationships, in our forgiving and accepting 

       forgiveness, in the joy of love’s offering and receiving.   Amen 
 
*HYMN  30    O God, in a Mysterious Way            DUNDEE 
 

 CONFESSION  + 
  One: In your house, there is room for all; at your table, we find a place set for us. 
   Yet we admit, Inviting God, that we find it difficult to be as accepting as you,                                                                                               
          and we find it easy to shoulder others away from your feast. 



 
   All: You fling wide the doors to your kingdom, Welcoming God, 
           but we are quick to try to shut them to those who are different from us. 
  One: Your heart is open so that all might experience your grace,  
          and we reluctantly remember our ungracious words and deeds. 
 All: By your grace, enable us to live in relationship with one another: 

grounded in life-giving community, formed by truth-telling stories, 
knit with spirit-renewing fellowship. 

 

At this time, each worshipper may offer personal, silent prayer. 
 

Gracious God, hear our prayers. Amen 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  + 

One: Here in this moment and in this place, the Spirit of Gentleness moves in our midst.
  Mercy, hope, and joy are the gifts of God to each and every one of us. 

 All: No longer lost, we have found our way home, 
       surrounded by God’s peace, by God’s grace, by God’s love. 
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you . . . And also with you. 
 
SCRIPTURE   Matthew 10:34-39 Matthew 10:40—11:6     Pew Bible page 10 
 
SERMON             Be the Blessing 
 
OFFERING OF SUBSTANCE AND LIFE 
     Through our monetary gifts, we offer something of our work and ourselves to God. 

OFFERTORY        Sérénade aux étoiles        Cecil Cheminade 
*DOXOLOGY  607 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
         praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.   Amen 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  + 
 INVITATION 
  The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 
    forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen 
 

 COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 

        MUSIC FOR COMMUNION            Domine, Dona Nobis Pacem             Frigyes Hidas 
 
*HYMN  300      We Are One in the Spirit     THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 



 
        *BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE                                                Postlude – Pedal Study Lucien H. Southard     

 
The sanctuary flowers today are given by a gardener. 

 
Flautist Laura Kellogg serves as the OLO Orchestra Personnel Manager in addition to playing in the 
pit for her eleventh summer.  She teaches applied flute, chamber music, and woodwind methods at 
North Dakota State University and Minnesota State University Moorhead.  Laura is also executive 
director of the Fargo-Moorhead Area Youth Symphonies and director of the NDSU Music Academy.  
 
Trombonist Cameron Randall is back for his fourth year with the OLO Orchestra.  He has a 
bachelor's degree from the Oberlin Conservatory and a master's from DePaul University.  He performs 
as a freelance musician, and with many Midwest orchestras.  Cameron also works as a stage manager 
in the greater Chicago area. 
 

First Presbyterian Church is a Christian community dedicated to showing God’s love 
through worship, study, social justice, outreach, and fellowship. 

 
More Light Church and Member of Covenant Network 

Earth Care Congregation and Matthew 25 Church 
 

The Mission of More Light Presbyterians:  Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make 
the Church a true community of hospitality, the mission of More Light Presbyterians is to work 
for the full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people in the life, 
ministry, and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and in society. 
 

The Mission of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians is to strengthen the church of Jesus Christ, 
with the help of God's grace.  We are called to achieve this goal by furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ 
persons, and by working for the unity of the PC(USA). 
 

Earth Care Pledge:  Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation.  The earth and all creation 
are God’s.  God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect and restore it 
for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human family.  As God offers all people 
the special gift of peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God we are called 
to deal justly with one another and the earth. 
  

The Mission of the Matthew 25 Church:  Matthew 25:31–46 calls us to actively engage the world 
around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities.  We commit ourselves to 
congregational vitality by acting boldly and compassionately to end systemic poverty and structural 
racism, serving people who are oppressed, imprisoned, poor. 
 

     QR (Quick Response) Code for Direct Donations and Contributions – 
the Code can be read by your smartphone and will land you on the giving page of our website 

where you can “Give Now” or set up a recurring donation. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
621 College Ave., Wooster, OH  44691 

330-264-9420       www.firstpreswooster.org       Facebook:  facebook.com/FPCWooster 

http://www.firstpreswooster.org/


 
WEEKLY CALENDAR and ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

 

Sunday Greeters:  July 5 – Tom & Lisa Rumbaugh   July 12 – Sue Froelich 
Sunday Ushers:     July 5 – Jack & Julie Miller, Steve & Susie Slack 
Sunday Sexton:     July 5 – Lydia Dunlap    July 12 – Andrew James 
Serving Communion: July 5 – Paula Abrecht, April Gamble, Tom Rumbaugh 
 

Sunday, July 5    9:30 am  Pastor Nominating Com. Consult      10:00 am  Worship in Sanctuary 
Monday, July 6 ADT Content Filming – All Day     11:30 am  Men’s Lunch     12:00 pm  Rotary 

 1:30 pm  Staff     6:00 pm  Pastor Nominating        7:00 pm  Scouts          
Tuesday, July 7 ADT Content Filming – All Day      10:00 am  Bible Study 
Wed., July 8 ADT Content Filming – All Day      10:00 am  Life Memory Café 

11:00 am  Memory Caregivers 5:30 pm  Faith & Practice 
Thursday, July 9 ADT Content Filming – All Day 
Friday, July 10 ADT Content Filming – All Day 1:30 am  WC Parkinsons Network 
Saturday, July 11   9:30 am  Al-Anon 
Sunday, July 12   9:30 am  Pastor Nominating Com. Consult      10:00 am  Worship in Sanctuary 
 

Donna Bye – Office Administrator        Amy Baxstrom – Director of Family Ministries 
Rachel King – Dir. of Children’s Music; Media Coordinator       Tim Hall – Building Supervisor 
 
 

 
 

                            
                   The PNC is appreciative of the thoughtful conversations and  

                 comments by members of the congregation during our weekly 

                 office hours – sincere thanks to everyone who has stopped by. 

                 Our PNC Office Hours continue from 9:30 am to 10 am during  

                 our Summer schedule.  We truly encourage members and friends  

                 to visit us and give us your comments, questions, well wishes, 

                 and prayers.  Additionally, we have created a dedicated PNC 

                 e-mail account which you can use to send us any comments, 

                 thoughts or questions you have – directly (and only) to the nine 

                 members of the PNC.  That email is fpcwoopnc@gmail.com. 

mailto:fpcwoopnc@gmail.com

