
First Presbyterian Church 

Wooster, Ohio 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 3, 2026      10:30 a.m. 
 

PRELUDE                                               Chant de Mai (May Song)       Joseph Jongen 
Eric J. Gastier, organ 

WELCOME                    Reverend David Rice 
 

MINISTRY FOCUS                                Earth Care Team:  Adopt-a-Highway          Carla Hall 
 

POURING THE BAPTISMAL WATERS            Carla Hall 
In preparation for worship, we pour baptismal water as a sign of our engrafting into the Body of Christ. 
 

CHORAL INTROIT                            O Taste and See  (text: Psalm 34:8)       Thomas Hastings 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  + Susie Slack 
One: Come, O people, and let the sound of God’s praise be heard. 

  All: We bring you our offerings, O God:  we offer you our integrity; 
          we offer you our gifts; we bring you our stories. 
  One: Come, O people, and bring all that you have and all that you are, 

       and let us worship together. 
All: Come, let us worship our God of Newness and Hope. 

 

*PRAYER  + 
Everywhere we find you, O God:  in every face small or large; in every hand young or old; 
       in every word loud or soft; in every thought deep or shallow. 
Speak our names, O God:  hold us close, shape our living, and make us yours.  Amen 

 

*HYMN  308             O God in Whom All Life Begins     NOEL 
 

 CONFESSION  + 
One: Forgiving One, unseen yet known, we hear the world speak in power and in greed, 

       and we hear you speak in love and grace. 
   May our lives be lived in the echo of your voice. 
 All: When we are persuaded by the want that leads to hurt, 
         the desiring that leads to greed, the yearning that leads to selfishness, 
         forgive us for following the wrong way.  
  When we are persuaded by the spin that becomes truth, 

       the belief that becomes dogma, the fear that becomes intolerance, 
         forgive us for following the wrong way. 
  Forgiving One, seeing and hearing, knowing and loving, 
         we long to turn from following the wrong way 
         and face you with the honesty of our lives. 

Receive us and give us the healing and wholeness to follow you again. 



At this time, each worshipper may offer personal, silent prayer. 
 

Gracious God, hear our prayers. Amen 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  + 
In the hope of Easter, we find forgiveness, the power to change, 
       a path to renewal, and the beginning of healing. 
Let us give thanks to the One who makes all things possible, 

        and live this day forward in the love that never lets us go!   Amen 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you . . . And also with you. 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                  Amy Baxstrom 
 

ANTHEM            Jubilate Deo  (text: Psalm 100)          Malcolm Archer 
 

SCRIPTURE     Acts 2:41-47    Pew Bible page 112 
 

SERMON        Faithful Life Together 
 

OFFERING OF SUBSTANCE AND LIFE    We continue receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. 
     Through our monetary gifts, we offer something of our work and ourselves to God. 

OFFERTORY     Communion      Louis Vierne 
*DOXOLOGY  607 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
         praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.   Amen 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  + 
 INVITATION 
  The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, as we 
    forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen 
 

 COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 

        PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

*HYMN  401            Here in This Place    GATHER US IN 
 

        *BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                                            Fanfare Jacques Lemmens      
 

* Asterisk indicates places in the service to stand.             +  Liturgy adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 
 

First Presbyterian Church is a Christian community dedicated to showing God’s love 
through worship, study, social justice, outreach, and fellowship. 

 

More Light Church and Member of Covenant Network 
Earth Care Congregation and Matthew 25 Church 



The Mission of More Light Presbyterians:  Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make 
the Church a true community of hospitality, the mission of More Light Presbyterians is to work 
for the full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people in the life, 
ministry, and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and in society. 
 

The Mission of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians is to strengthen the church of Jesus Christ, 
with the help of God's grace.  We are called to achieve this goal by furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ 
persons, and by working for the unity of the PC(USA). 
 

Earth Care Pledge:  Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation.  The earth and all creation 
are God’s.  God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect and restore it 
for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human family.  As God offers all people 
the special gift of peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God we are called 
to deal justly with one another and the earth. 
  

The Mission of the Matthew 25 Church:  Matthew 25:31–46 calls us to actively engage the world 
around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities.  We commit ourselves to 
congregational vitality by acting boldly and compassionately to end systemic poverty and structural 
racism, serving people who are oppressed, imprisoned, poor. 
 

     QR (Quick Response) Code for Direct Donations and Contributions – 
the Code can be read by your smartphone and will land you on the giving page of our website 

where you can “Give Now” or set up a recurring donation. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
621 College Ave., Wooster, OH  44691 

330-264-9420       www.firstpreswooster.org       Facebook:  facebook.com/FPCWooster 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Greeters:   May 3 – Tim Fair     Ma 10 – Susie & Steve Slack 
Sunday Ushers:     May 3 – Pam Giffin, Mark Gooch, Jennifer Moyseenko, Jack Rogers 
Sunday Sexton:     May 3 – Calin Baxstrom    May 10 – Elli Gordon 
 

Sunday, May 3   8:45 am  ARISE   9:15 am  Sunday School   10:30 am  Worship 
   11:30 am  Potluck & Annual Congregational Meeting 
Monday, May 4 10:00 am  Bible Study 12:00 pm  Rotary      1:30 pm  Staff 

  6:00 pm  Pastor Nominating    6:00 pm  WACPAC     7:00 pm  Scouts          
Tuesday, May 5 Voting – Bruch Hall  9:30 am  Bible Study  6:00 pm  Montessori 
Wed., May 6 10:00 am  Life Memory 2:00 pm  Tri-County Speech     7:00 pm  F&N 
Thursday, May 7   8:00 am  Tri-County Speech    7:00 pm  Spring Book Group   7:00 pm  Choir 
Friday, May 8  11:30 am  WC Parkinsons    6:00 pm  People to People Banquet 
Saturday, May 9   9:30 am  Al-Anon  10:00 am  WACPAC 
Sunday, May 10   8:45 am  ARISE   9:15 am  Sunday School   10:30 am  Worship 
 11:30 am  2nd Annual Plant Exchange 
 

Starting May 17 through the summer, no Arise service.  Change in time on May 24: summer Sanctuary  
Service changes to 10:00 am and Sunday School will not be held during the summer months. 

 

Donna Bye – Office Administrator        Amy Baxstrom – Director of Family Ministries 
Rachel King – Dir. of Children’s Music; Media Coordinator       Tim Hall – Building Supervisor 

https://bluetreeproject.com.au/about-page/ 

http://www.firstpreswooster.org/
https://bluetreeproject.com.au/about-page/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExYUtmbU5jcnY1UDFROVdXQXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5_-h4dVX_eDbYe2kV-NFEPmHO1_YLOdAPC1XiDNc7IpGlQa16rTJXkGzwleA_aem_AbrP-HEzb-EHWtJLfvY50Q


 

 

Celebra'ng 50+ Years of Membership  

First Presbyterian Church Wooster 

May 3, 2026 

 

 

Garne& Alexander, Ken Alexander, Elaine Arnold, Mark Boardner,  

 
Darla Campbell, James Clyde, Susan Clyde, Gordon Collins,  

 

Jolene Dyer, Val Fulton, Rick Gabriel, Herman Gibbs, 

 

Vince Giffin, Lorraine Hancock, Roy Hancock II, 

 
LeRoy Haynes, Be&y Howell, Walt Kearney, Conrad Kennedy, 

 
James Kirchhofer, Linda Kirchhofer, Bev Mapel, Bill Mapel, 

 
Carol Miller, Gary Miller, Kathy Odenkirk, Richard Odenkirk, 

 

Ruth Ann Odenkirk, Lee Pa&erson, Elaine Peterson, Rick Peterson, 

 
Jean Philippi, Pat Richard, Tom Richard, Bill Ross, DoOe Schmid, 

 

Kenneth Schuesselin, Rita Schuesselin, Karen Short, Ted Short, 

 

Mary Alice Streeter, Carol Thompson, William Wepler,  

 

Be&y Wilkin, David Wilkin, Yvonne Williams 

 


