
First Presbyterian Church 

Wooster, Ohio 

 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
May 31, 2026 10:00 a.m. 
 
PRELUDE                                             Prélude, Fugue et Variation       César Franck 

Eric J. Gastier, organ 
WELCOME                    Reverend David Rice 
 
POURING THE BAPTISMAL WATERS            Laura Neill 
In preparation for worship, we pour baptismal water as a sign of our engrafting into the Body of Christ. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  + Laura Neill 

One: Before the mystery that is God, and in the sacred presence of one another, 
       we gather in faith and celebrate the love of God we share. 

  All: Known and called as Christ’s friends, 
          and drawn to the vision of a new way for the world, 
          we gather in faith and celebrate the love of God we share. 
  One: Filled with the Spirit of peace, and reborn to share the joy of life, 
 All:        we gather in faith and celebrate the love of God we share. 
 
*PRAYER  + 

Everywhere we find you, O God:  in every face small or large; in every hand young or old; 
       in every word loud or soft; in every thought deep or shallow. 
Speak our names, O God:  hold us close, shape our living, and make us yours.  Amen 

 
*HYMN  9      The Play of the Godhead              PERICHORESIS 
 

 CONFESSION  + 
One: In the mystery of creation, Imaginative God, you shaped beauty and goodness; 

       yet we damage it by our selfishness and anger. 
 All: In the mystery of life, Child of Hope, you became one of us; 

       yet all too often we turn our back on you. 
One: In the mystery of peace, Breath of Life, you would gentle our nature; 

       yet we cling tenaciously to our bitterness and hurt. 
 All: In the mystery of grace, Holy God, you forgive us our brokenness, 

       that we might embrace others. 
In the mystery of mercy, you touch our lips, that we might speak gently to others. 
In the mystery of hope, you claim us as family, 
       sisters and brothers who are forgiven and freed to serve others. 



 
At this time, each worshipper may offer personal, silent prayer. 

 

Gracious God, hear our prayers. Amen 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  + 

One: Here in this moment and in this place, the Spirit of Gentleness moves in our midst.
  Mercy, hope, and joy are the gifts of God to each and every one of us. 

 All: No longer lost, we have found our way home, 
       surrounded by God’s peace, by God’s grace, by God’s love. 
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of Christ be with you . . . And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT           Rachel King 
 
SCRIPTURE           Matthew 28:16-20      Pew Bible page 32 
 
SERMON              Commissioned 
 
OFFERING OF SUBSTANCE AND LIFE 
     Through our monetary gifts, we offer something of our work and ourselves to God. 

Offertory    Petite Pièce             Joseph Jongen 
*DOXOLOGY  607 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below; 
         praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore.   Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND CANDLE LIGHTING MEDITATION              April Gamble 

MUSICAL MEDITATION Andante, from ‘Symphony I’     Louis Vierne 
Eric Gastier, organ 

 
*HYMN  757    Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples       KINGSFOLD 

 
        *BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE                                       Marche Solennelle de Procession Charles Gounod      

 
* Asterisk indicates places in the service to stand.             +  Liturgy adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 
 

The sanctuary flowers today are given by Shannon Foster. 
 

First Presbyterian Church is a Christian community dedicated to showing God’s love 
through worship, study, social justice, outreach, and fellowship. 

 
More Light Church and Member of Covenant Network 

Earth Care Congregation and Matthew 25 Church 



The Mission of More Light Presbyterians:  Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make 
the Church a true community of hospitality, the mission of More Light Presbyterians is to work 
for the full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people in the life, 
ministry, and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and in society. 
 

The Mission of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians is to strengthen the church of Jesus Christ, 
with the help of God's grace.  We are called to achieve this goal by furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ 
persons, and by working for the unity of the PC(USA). 
 

Earth Care Pledge:  Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation.  The earth and all creation 
are God’s.  God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect and restore it 
for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human family.  As God offers all people 
the special gift of peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God we are called 
to deal justly with one another and the earth. 
  

The Mission of the Matthew 25 Church:  Matthew 25:31–46 calls us to actively engage the world 
around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities.  We commit ourselves to 
congregational vitality by acting boldly and compassionately to end systemic poverty and structural 
racism, serving people who are oppressed, imprisoned, poor. 
 

     QR (Quick Response) Code for Direct Donations and Contributions – 
the Code can be read by your smartphone and will land you on the giving page of our website 

where you can “Give Now” or set up a recurring donation. 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
621 College Ave., Wooster, OH  44691 

330-264-9420       www.firstpreswooster.org       Facebook:  facebook.com/FPCWooster 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

Sunday Greeters:  May 31 – Kathy Turning    June 7 – Elaine Arnold 
Sunday Ushers:     May 31 – Jack & Julie Miller, Steve & Susie Slack 
Sunday Sexton:     May 31 – Andrew James    June 7 – Aiden & Addy Hiner 
 

Sunday, May 31   9:30 am  PNC Office Hours   10:00 am  Sanctuary Worship 
Monday, June 1 10:00 am  Women’s Bible Study     11:30 am  Men’s Lunch     12:00 pm  Rotary 

  1:30 pm  Staff 6:00 pm  WACPAC   6:00 pm  Pastor Nominating 
  7:00 pm  Deacon’s Meeting       7:00 pm  Montessori Club       7:00 pm Scouts 

Tuesday, June 2   9:30 am  Bible Study 
Wed., June 3 10:00 am  Memory Café 11:00 am  Café Caregivers 7:00 pm  F & N 
Thursday, June 4   6:00 pm  WACPAC 
Friday, June 5  11:30 am  Parkinson’s Network 
Saturday, June 6   9:30 am  Al-Anon 10:00 am  WACPAC    1:00 pm  Imagine the Possibilities  
 June 7–12  Sr. High Youth Nashville Trip  
Sunday, June 7   9:30 am  PNC Office Hours   10:00 am  Sanctuary Worship 
   1:00 pm  Imagine the Possibilities Recital 
 

Donna Bye – Office Administrator        Amy Baxstrom – Director of Family Ministries 
Rachel King – Dir. of Children’s Music; Media Coordinator       Tim Hall – Building Supervisor 
 

https://bluetreeproject.com.au/about-page/ 

http://www.firstpreswooster.org/
https://bluetreeproject.com.au/about-page/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExYUtmbU5jcnY1UDFROVdXQXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5_-h4dVX_eDbYe2kV-NFEPmHO1_YLOdAPC1XiDNc7IpGlQa16rTJXkGzwleA_aem_AbrP-HEzb-EHWtJLfvY50Q


 

The PNC is appreciative of the thoughtful conversations and comments by members of the 
congregation during our weekly office hours – a sincere thanks to everyone who has stopped 
by.  Our PNC Office Hours continue from 9:30am-10am during our summer schedule.   For 
May 31st, Sarah Davis will be representing PNC and on June 7th Carol Gates will be the 
PNC member at office hours.  We truly encourage all members and friends to visit us and 
give us your comments, questions, well wishes, and prayers. 

 

 

There will be a Men's Luncheon on 
Monday, June 1st at the Green Leaf Restaurant.  

Be there at 11:30!  Great food and fellowship to be had!  
Come and experience it for yourself, with others :) 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 

THE PRIME-TIME PICNIC 

 Volunteers are needed to help with meal prep, serving, and clean-up for the Prime-Time 

Picnic, which will be held June 11 at 11:30 a.m. in Bruch Hall.  This event honors those in our 

congregation over 80 for their many contributions to our church life.  Several volunteers are 

also needed to make a 13”x9” pan of mac n’ cheese at home.  Youth are welcome to sign up, 

especially for serving, and all volunteers are invited to enjoy the meal and 

entertainment.  Thank you! 


