First Presbgterian Church

Wooster, Ohio

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 10, 2026 10:30 a.m.
PRELUDE Cantilena, from ‘Sonata XI in d-moll’ Josef Rheinberger
Eric J. Gastier, organ
WELCOME Reverend David Rice
POURING THE BAPTISMAL WATERS Julie Miller

In preparation for worship, we pour baptismal water as a sign of our engrafting into the Body of Christ.
CHORAL INTROIT Children of the Heavenly Father arr. Paul Sjolund

*CALL TO WORSHIP + Julie Miller
One: The One who transcends the cosmos calls us to this sacred space.
All:  The God of transforming love surrounds us on every side.
One: The One who understands our deepest thoughts and longings
and loves us more than we can ever fully understand calls us to this place.
All:  Come, let us worship our God of all times and places.

*PRAYER +

Creator God, in this time of worship call us, shape us, fill us, free us from all that burdens us,
and strengthen us for the work of being faithful disciples this and every day. Amen

*HYMN 295 Go to the World! SINE NOMINE

CONFESSION +
One: Patient and ever-loving God, you invite us to let go of the things
that hinder us from true discipleship and take up new ways of living and serving.
All:  Yet all too often we cling to yesterday and fear tomorrow.
One: By your love, we are called to appreciate one another’s uniqueness.
All:  Forgive us when we do not let go of views and beliefs
that keep us apart from one another and from you.
One: Give us the grace to follow wherever you lead and the courage to take risks
for the sake of the healing gospel of Jesus.

At this time, each worshipper may offer personal, silent prayer.

Gracious God, hear our prayers. Amen



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS +

In the hope of Easter, we find forgiveness, the power to change,
a path to renewal, and the beginning of healing.
Let us give thanks to the One who makes all things possible,
and live this day forward in the love that never lets us go! Amen

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you ... And also with you.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Amy Baxstrom
ANTHEM If Ye Love Me (text: John 14:15-18) Philip Wilby
SCRIPTURE Acts 1:6-11 Pew Bible page 110
SERMON Looking Up . . . or Looking Out?

OFFERING OF SUBSTANCE AND LIFE ~ We continue receiving the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.
Through our monetary gifts, we offer something of our work and ourselves to God.
OFFERTORY Alla siciliana, from ‘Organ Concerto in F-dur’ G. F. Handel
*DOXOLOGY 607

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Elli Gordon
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen

*HYMN 320 The Church of Christ in Every Age WAREHAM

*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BENEDICTION Deep Peace Bonnie Duckworth
POSTLUDE Praeludium (Toccata) in d-moll (the ‘Dorian’) J. S. Bach
* Asterisk indicates places in the service to stand. + Liturgy adapted from Seasons of the Spirit

First Presbyterian Church is a Christian community dedicated to showing God’s love
through worship, study, social justice, outreach, and fellowship.

More Light Church and Member of Covenant Network
Earth Care Congregation and Matthew 25 Church



The Mission of More Light Presbyterians: Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make

the Church a true community of hospitality, the mission of More Light Presbyterians is to work

for the full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people in the life,
ministry, and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and in society.

The Mission of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians is to strengthen the church of Jesus Christ,
with the help of God's grace. We are called to achieve this goal by furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ
persons, and by working for the unity of the PC(USA).

Earth Care Pledge: Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation. The earth and all creation

are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect and restore it

for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human family. As God offers all people
the special gift of peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God we are called
to deal justly with one another and the earth.

The Mission of the Matthew 25 Church: Matthew 25:31-46 calls us to actively engage the world
around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities. We commit ourselves to
congregational vitality by acting boldly and compassionately to end systemic poverty and structural
racism, serving people who are oppressed, imprisoned, poor.

QR (Quick Response) Code for Direct Donations and Contributions —
the Code can be read by your smartphone and will land you on the giving page of our website
where you can “Give Now” or set up a recurring donation.

First Presbyterian Church
621 College Ave., Wooster, OH 44691
330-264-9420 www.firstpreswooster.org Facebook: facebook.com/FPCWooster

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Greeters: May 10 — Susie & Steve Slack May 17 — Jenny Moyseenko
Sunday Ushers: May 10 — Candace Harrington, Carol McKiernan, Diana Rice, Kathy Turning
Sunday Sexton: May 10 — Elli Gordon May 17 — Lydia Dunlap
Sunday, May 10 8:45 am ARISE 9:15 am Sunday School 10:30 am Worship
11:30 am 2" Annual Plant Exchange
Monday, May 11 10:00 am Bible Study 12:00 pm Rotary 1:30 pm Staff
6:00 pm Pastor Nominating 6:00 pm WACPAC  7:00 pm Scouts
Tuesday, May 12 9:30 am Bible Study
Wed., May 13 10:00 am Life Memory 11:00 am Caregivers 7:00 pm Faith & Practice
Thursday, May 14 6:00 pm WACPAC 7:00 pm Spring Book Group 7:00 pm Choir
Saturday, May 16 9:30 am Al-Anon 10:00 am WACPAC
Sunday, May 17 8:45 am ARISE Breakfast 9:15 am Sunday School 10:30 am Worship

Please note change in time on May 24: summer Sanctuary Service changes to 10:00 am and Sunday
School will not be held during the summer months.

Donna Bye — Office Administrator Amy Baxstrom — Director of Family Ministries
Rachel King — Dir. of Children’s Music; Media Coordinator Tim Hall — Building Supervisor

https://bluetreeproject.com.au/about-page/


http://www.firstpreswooster.org/
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF WOOSTER

Join us Sunday, May 17 during
the 10:30 Worship Service as we ‘

P

celebrate wrapping up another
great program year! Worship
will be youth-led, with special
music, senior recognition,
teacher appreciation, welcoming
new members, and more!
’! Let Rachel know if you would like

to be part of this special service
at rking@firstpreswooster.org

=

— SCHEDULE CHANGE
__ for WORSHIP SERVICE
~. and SUNDAY SCHOOL

As we wrap up our program year and transition to our summer schedule,
we have a few special Sundays coming up in May:
May 10 - last Sunday with Arise
May 17 - last Sunday with Sunday School and
Spring Celebration during 10:30 Worship
May 24 - Summer Schedule begins with Worship at 10:00



