
First Presbyterian Church 
Wooster, Ohio 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
THOSE WHO DREAM . . .  are not alone (love) 

December 20, 2020 

First Presbyterian Church is a Christian community dedicated to showing God’s love 
 through worship, study, social justice, mission outreach, and fellowship. 

 

 
More Light Church and Member of Covenant Network 

Earth Care Congregation and a Matthew 25 Church 

 
WELCOME             Reverend David Rice 

MINISTRY FOCUS        Receiving the Christmas Joy Offering 

MINISTRY FOCUS         Christmas Eve Services 
PRELUDE    Greensleeves, from 'Four Carol Preludes'    Richard Purvis 

Eric J. Gastier, organ 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES  +  Candle of Love      Paul, Sheryl, Cameron and Aaron Edmiston 

I dream of music that makes my heart swell. 
I dream of trees that take my breath away. 
I dream of sunrises that wrap me in light. 
I dream of family dinners that feel like home. 
I dream of church services that give me hope. 
I dream of love as the default. 
So today, as we draw near to Christmas day, we light the candle of love. 
May this light burn bright as a reminder that God is here and God is love. 
We are not alone.  Thanks be to God for a love like that.   Amen 

 
Advent Candles                 Addy Hiner 
 Advent candles glowing bright, we give thanks for love and light. 
 Hope and peace and joy and love, we give thanks to God above. 

          Words and Music by Glenn and Susan Eernisse 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  +        

 One: God of Good News, 
       you say to me, “you are highly favored, but I struggle to see how that could be. 
You say to me, “Do not be afraid,” but I am afraid all the time. 
You say to me, “Even the impossible is possible, just look at Elizabeth!” 
But hope slips through my hands like water. 
The impossible still feels impossible. 



 

 All: So today I pray, 
         today we pray: 
  Teach us to sing like Mary. 
  Teach us to laugh like Elizabeth. 
  Teach us to trust like the angels. 
  Forgive us when we can only do one at a time, or none at all.   Amen 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  The Peace of Christ be with you . . .       And also with you. 
 

CAROL       O Come, All Ye Faithful            Wesley Baker  

CAROL              Joy to the World            Lydia Dunlap  

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                  Olivia, Everett, and Mae Kelly 
 

CAROL              Silent Night                            Katelyn and Wesley Baker  

CAROL       Angels We Have Heard on High              Aiden Hiner 

MUSICAL OFFERING             Christmas Time is Here                 Vince Guaraldi 

Seth Kelly, piano  

SCRIPTURE        Luke 1:26-38 
 

SERMON 

CAROL             Away In A Manger                Matt Earley  

CAROL       O Come, All Ye Faithful                             Olivia Hiner 

CAROL        We Wish You a Merry Christmas         Wesley Baker  

HYMN  (see next page for the music)  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout   STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE       Besançon Carol arr. Charles Callahan 

+  Liturgy adapted from Prayers by Sarah Are / A Sanctified Art LLC / sanctifiedart.org 
 

The Flowers today are given by Don Beane in loving memory of his wife, Marjorie Pixley Beane, 
who died 10 years ago on December 3, and would have turned ninety years old this December 18. 

 

Earth Care Pledge:  Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation.  The earth and all creation are God’s.  God calls us 
to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and 
enjoyment of the human family.  As God offers all people the special gift of peace through Jesus Christ, and through 
Christ reconciles all to God, we are called to deal justly with one another and the earth. 

The Mission of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians is to strengthen the church of Jesus Christ, with the help of 
God's grace.  We are called to achieve this goal by furthering the inclusion of LGBTQ persons, and by working 
for the unity of the PC(USA).  The Covenant Network of Presbyterians calls the church to bear a unified witness to 
generous hospitality and faithful justice.  

The Mission of More Light Presbyterians:  Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make the Church a true 
community of hospitality, the mission of More Light Presbyterians is to work for the full participation of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQIA+) people in the life, ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
and in society. 

The Mission of the Matthew 25 Church:  Matthew 25:31–46 calls us to actively engage the world around us, so our 
faith comes alive and we wake up to new possibilities.  We commit ourselves to congregational vitality by acting boldly 
and compassionately to end systemic poverty and structural racism, serving people who are oppressed, imprisoned, poor. 





 


