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S
eptem

ber 15:  Jerem
y R

apport, “W
hat is Scripture?”

In the first lecture in the series, D
r. R

apport w
ill look at the

concept of scripture, how
 it is defined and understood, as

w
ell as som

e of the issues w
ith using scripture as a

universal concept. T
his lecture w

ill also briefly overview
m

ajor scriptural traditions.
 

S
eptem

ber 22:  Jerem
y R

apport, “A
m

erica’s A
lternative

B
ibles”

C
reativity is a hallm

ark of religious life, especially in the
U

nited States.  In this lecture, D
r. R

apport exam
ines

several “new
 scriptures” created by alternative religious

com
m

unities in the U
nited States.  H

e argues that the
process of creating new

 scriptures, as illustrated in w
orks

such as the B
ook of M

orm
on, Science and H

ealth w
ith K

ey
to the Scriptures, and the U

rantia B
ook, illustrates how

A
m

erican alternative religions developed around critical
P

rotestant notions about the role of texts in religious life.
 

S
eptem

ber 29:  B
hakti M

am
tora, “H

indu Scriptures in
P

ractice”
D

r. M
am

tora addresses several questions: (1) W
hat are the

key scriptures in the H
indu traditions? (2) W

hat are som
e

of the teachings found in those key scriptures? (3) H
ow

 do
H

indu scriptures relate to H
indu practices? In doing so, D

r.
M

am
tora introduces key scriptures in the H

indu traditions
and how

 they shape everyday practices am
ong H

indus in
the U

nited States.
 

O
ctober 6:  C

han Sok P
ark, “Early C

hristian A
pocrypha”

D
r. P

ark describes early C
hristian apocrypha: w

hat are
they, w

hy they didn't m
ake into the B

ible, w
hy they still

m
atter, w

hat differences they w
ould m

ake if read along
w

ith the N
ew

 T
estam

ent canon. T
he lecture includes

exam
ination of a few

 selected texts. 
 

O
ctober 13:  M

ark G
raham

, “Scriptures and A
uthoritative

T
exts in B

uddhist T
raditions”

D
r. G

raham
 introduces the w

ide range of canons,
collections, and varieties of scriptures and authoritative

texts in B
uddhist traditions and addresses the question of

w
hat constitutes an authoritative text in B

uddhist
traditions of practice.

 
O

ctober 20:  Joan Friedm
an, "W

hy Jew
s C

annot B
e B

iblical
Literalists"

D
r. Friedm

an explains the classic Jew
ish view

 that “T
orah”

includes both the w
ritten text (the P

entateuch) and a body
interpretation called “O

ral T
orah.”  T

hus, like the U
S

C
onstitution, the T

orah rem
ains a living docum

ent,
allow

ing –
 indeed, requiring –

 reinterpretation and change
over tim

e
 

Lecure Topics 

Seating in B
ruch H

all w
ill be

arranged to allow
 for social

distancing.
   

T
he A

dvisory C
om

m
ittee requests

all attendees to w
ear m

asks w
hile

attending lectures.
   

T
he A

cadem
y is soliciting new

m
em

bers for the A
dvisory

C
om

m
ittee. If you are interested in

serving, please em
ail the

A
cadem

ic D
ean, Jerem

y R
apport,

jrapport@
w

ooster.edu 
  

A
cadem

y A
nnouncem

ents

W
hat is scripture?  Scriptures are the

texts of religious com
m

unities.  In these
texts, com

m
unities keep accounts of their

m
yths, doctrines, rituals, and stories. 

 Christians have the Bible, M
uslim

s have
the Q

ur’an, Jew
s have the Torah,

Buddhists have Sutras, H
indus have the

Vedas, to nam
e only a few

 of the m
ore

prom
inent scriptures.  M

ost critically,
scriptures are living docum

ents that gain
their m

eaning and im
portance in their

everyday use by m
em

bers of religious
com

m
unities.  
 

In this lecture series, m
em

bers of the
College of W

ooster Religious Studies and
H

istory faculties w
ill exam

ine various
scriptural traditions, exploring questions

such as:  Is scripture a universal concept?  
H

ow
 do scriptures relate to religious

practices?  H
ow

 is scripture created and
w

hat characteristics m
ark a text as a

scripture?  W
hat happens w

hen scriptures
are reinterpreted?

 
Please join us for these fascinating

presentations, follow
ed by questions and

discussion w
ith the presenters. 
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